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DEAL 
THE 


DISABLED” 


A Bill to help the disabled was given an 

unopposed third reading in the Com- 
mons on March 20th, welcomed from all 
sides and supported by the Government. It 
was a new deal for disabled people and did 
more for them than any legislative enact- 


ment the House had ever seen, said Mr. 
Jack Ashley, M.P. for Stoke on Trent. 


The Bill, a Private Member’s measure, was 
sponsored by Mr. Alfred Morris, M.P. for Wythen- 
shawe, who said a society should be chosen in which 
there was genuine compassion for the sick and 
disabled—where needs came hefore means. 


A dream comes true 
for Christina 


“If years cannot be 
added to their lives, at 
least life can he added 
to their years,” he said. 


Services 


The measure, the Chronic- 
‘ally Sick and __ Disabled 
Persons’ Bill, makes further 
provisions with respect to 
the welfare of . chronically 
‘sick and disabled persons, 
‘and places a duty on local 
‘authorities to take steps to 
find out the number of 
chronically sick and disabled 
persons within their area and 
to provide certain welfare 
‘services. 


It was estimated that 
about 1,200,000 people 
would benefit from the Bill 
and it had been suggested 


that the figure might be as 


high as 1,500,000, said Mr. 
Mortis. 


“We are all potentially 
disabled. Any Bill which 
sets out to aid those who are 
disadvantaged is a Bill to 
benefit the whole com- 
munity.” 


Their plight 


Mr. Ashley, a supporter of 
the Bill, said the effect of the 
Bill had been to dent. the 
public indifference to the 
plight of many thousands of 
disabled men, women and 
children, 


A new deal had been 
created for the disabled by 
this Bill but that was only 
the beginning. 


“I believe people all over 
the world in many countries 
will look to the Bill we have 
_ been discussing because it is 


- a pioneering Bill,” he said. 


Butt report of the debate 


HRISTINA Neal “nearly 


slipped out of her 


chair” with surprise and 
delight when she _ heard 
that she was to receive the 
tape recorder which “Spas 
tics News” was asked to 
help give away. 


Twenty-nine years old 
Christina, a spastic, of 
Dennis Estate, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, re- 
ceived the tape recorder 
because of a letter written 
by her mother, Mrs. R. M. 
Neal. 


Kirton, ~ 


TV and stage star Harry Worth gives a helping hand to Kevin after the open- 
ing of the new pool at The Mount. 


Picture by courtesy of the Nottingham “Guardian Journal” 


She wrote: “Christina has 
been in a wheelchair all her 
life and has never been able to 
do anything for herself ...she 
has always wanted a tape re- 
corder, something I have never 
been able to afford. It would 
certainly give her a lot of 
pleasure.” 


Readers were invited to write 
in with their “claims” for the 
tape recorder because of a 
second act of generosity - by 
artist John Neil. We told you 


Anita Hunt holds the microphone as Christina Neal re 
cords her first tape. On the right is Mrs. Neal. 


about him in a previous issue 
of “Spastics News”. How he 
read a review of Miss Anita 
Hunt’s book, “Caring for the 
Severely Subnormal”, which 
was published by The Spastics 
Society, and was so moved at 
the plight of subnormal child- 
ren that he organised an office 
collection to buy toys for them. 
Miss Hunt presented the toys 
to the children at a Kent hos- 
pital. 


Generous 


The next generous gesture 
came when Mr. Neil gave Miss 
Hunt a tape recorder and 
asked her to present it to the 
individual spastic, School, Cen- 
tre or Group which needed it 
most. 


Mrs. Neal read about the 
offer in “Spastics News”, and 
Christina begged her to write. 
In agreeing, Mrs. Neal warned 
Christina in advance not to be 
disappointed “because I never 
thought we could be lucky.” 


Surprise 


But lucky she was, and Miss 
Hunt chose Mrs. Neal’s letter 
above all the others received. 
As a result, Christina, said her 
mother, nearly slipped out of 
her chair when she heard that 
Miss Hunt was to visit her and 
present the tape recorder. 


And after a lesson from 
Mrs. Neal on how the machine 
worked, Christina—with great 
effort—recorded the first tape: 
“Thank you, Miss Hunt, and 
thank you, ‘Spastics News’.” 


Her mother said: “Having 
the tape recorder is a dream 
come true for Christina,” 


Mrs.. Priscilla Turner, of 
Bournemouth, has left £500 
each to eight charities, includ- 
ing The Spastics Society. 


HAVE TEA 
WITH THE 
STARS 


HE Stars Organisation 
for Spastics is holding 
a very special tea party at 
the Carousel Restaurant, 
Piccadilly, London, on Sun- 
day, April 19. Star members 
are preparing the _ party 
food, Lionel Blair is staging 
a fashion show, and all the 
“Night Ride” disc jockeys 
will be among the famous 
faces. 


The party is in aid of Miss 
Elise McCormack’s  fund- 
raising campaign for the 
S.0.S. Elise is an entrant in 
the National Charity Queen. 
and Charity Princess con- 
test and the S.O.S. is her 
nominated charity. 

Tickets for the party cost 
£1 each, and can be obtained 
from the S.0.S., 12 Park 
Crescent, London, W.1. 


Last wish fulfilled as 


Harry 
opens 
pool 


IGHT - year-old Kevin 
Thompson shared star 
billing with comedian 
Harry Worth at the open- 
ing of the £10,000 swim- 
ming pool at The Mount, 
The Spastics Society’s 
Family Help Unit in Not- 
tingham. 


And both were fulfilling the 
wishes of Mrs. Mabel King, 
who left the money for the 
pool in her will. Before she 
died last summer, she made 
two very special requests. 
She wanted the pool named 
after Kevin, her housekeep- 
er’s son, who is a spastic. And 
she asked that the pool 
should be officially opened by 
someone who could make the 
children laugh. 


Laughter 


Harry, laughing and joking 
with the children, proved to 
be the ideal person for the 
job. 


Said Mr. Gordon Kerkham, 
warden of The Mount: “Harry 
Worth has certainly made the 
children laugh, and he has 
helped us fulfil the last 
wishes of a wonderfully gen- 
erous woman.” 


First into the pool—after cut- 
ting the tape, watched by 
Harry and Mr. James Loring, 
Director of the Society—was 
Kevin. And he was still hap- 
pily splashing around after 
the other spastic children 
who had joined him for a 
swimming display, had left 
the water. 


Enjoyment 


“All the children love the pool,” 
said Mr. Kerkham. “It’s amaz- 
ing to see how well children 
who have difficulty getting 
about on land can manoeuvre 
in the water.” 


The pool is 25ft. long by 15ft. 
wide, and ranges in depth 
from 2ft. Gin. to 5ft. It is 
entirely enclosed and can be 
heated to 90 degrees faren- 
heit. 


ame Mount, in Mopiedes Road, 

Nottingham, was the Society’s 
first Family Help Unit, and 
was opened in April, 1964, 
by the Duke of Rutland. The 
Society now has four units 
and a fifth is under C ssstadle 
tion, 


SPASTICS WANTED FOR 


MOUNTAIN CLIMB 


R. R. J. FIRMAN, Vice Chairman of the Association of ’62 

Clubs—the Clubs run by spastics for spastics— wants to 

hear from adventurous young spastics who would like to climb a 

mountain with him this summer. The aim is that the spastics— 

boys and girls over 18—should climb, unaided, a British mountain 

over 3,000 feet high and put a banner on top reading PLEASE 
HELP SPASTICS TO HELP SPASTICS. 


“If sponsors can be found,” says Dr. Firman, “the money 
raised will be devoted to paying for transport and holidays for 
the severely physically disabled, so that they can enjoy some of 
the things which the fitter and more lightly handicapped amongst 


us take for granted.” 


Dr. Firman, a geologist, and an experienced hill walker, asks 
anyone interested in taking part in the climb to get in touch with 
him at the Association of ’62 Clubs, 16 Fitzroy Square, London, 
W.1. Applicants should have experience of fell walking or be 
capable of walking 10 miles in flat country. Expenses for the trip 


will be paid by the Association. 


“Iam sure the climb is a feasible possibility,” says Dr. Firman. 
“I'd like to see a whole horde going up!” - 


2 SPASTICS NEWS 


Leader 
of the 
band 


Bas 
Me. Bill Hargreaves, Presi- 
dent of the Association 
of 62 Clubs and Clubs Officer 
of The Spastics Society, is 
pictured above in an unfamiliar 
role—as leader of the band in 
a Hamburg restaurant. 

The picture was taken during 
a visit to Hamburg by Mr. and 
Mrs. Hargreaves at the invita- 
tion of the Hamburg ’62 Club 
and their chairman, Mr. Kurt 
Juster. The visit, says Mr. Har- 
greaves, was “very pleasant, 
very educational and very hec- 
tic!” 

He visited many schools, 
kindergartens and a large 
sheltered workshop — none of 
them catering especially for 
spastics—where many types of 


"USE YOUR VOTES TO HELP HANDICAPPED” — 


py wae people who had re- 
cently been given their 
vote should use it, and the in- 
fluence that went with it, on 
behalf of the handicapped and 
other disadvantaged classes. 
This plea was advanced by Mr. 
James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society, when giving 
the Wigan Grammar School 
Founder’s Day speech in 
Wigan Parish Church. 


Although Mr. Alfred Mor- 
ris’s Chronically Sick and Dis- 


abled Persons’ Bill would help 
to alleviate the lot of the han- 
dicapped it was not nearly 
enough. The handicapped, the 
aged, the mentally ill and sim- 
ilar classes of people were in 
fact neglected minorities and 
discrimination against minori- 
ties of any kind was disturb- 
ing, particularly when the 
minority concerned included 
those suffering from mental or 
physical handicap, and some- 
times both. 


With the rapid advance of 


ey 
1 
, 


technology we were in danger 
of leaving the handicapped be- 
hind, whereas improvements 
in technology could be used 
to benefit the handicapped. 
Too often the handicapped 
were regarded as the throw- 
outs of society and lumped to- 
gether like decaying vege- 
tables, stripped of any shred 
of human dignity, happiness 
or hope in large institutions. 
They were being put away, in 
effect, because they did not 
conform. 


Mr. Loring said he did not 
think that young people would 
accept such a situation and the 
three main political parties 
would have to revise their 
ideas in order to take into 
account the views of the com- 
ing generations which, in due 
course, would exercise power. 


He told the pupils: “You 
regard the correct standard of 
education for your own abili- 
ties as your birthright—and 


| That vital freedom ‘Aids and Applianc 
to choose your home He 


LITTLE bit of freedom to choose 

where to live. Ground floor, first 
floor or a flat on top of it all. For those 
without the attendant problems of cop- 
ing with a physical handicap the type of 
accommodation in which to live as often 
as not is determined by what is available 
and the depth of the pocket. For the 
handicapped the picture is very different. 

Special housing for the physically handi- 
capped has tended to mean just what it says— 
housing developed exclusively for those who by 
reason of their handicap cannot cope with con- 
ventional forms of domestic design and the 
problems of access, 

Few of us, who are in one way or another 
involved in planning for the handicapped 
would concede that the examples of the special 
planning for the handicapped contribute very 
much to the normality of the environment in 
which they are expected to live. Normality in 
this context implies a degree of freedom to 
choose the type of accommodation in which one 


BETWEEN THE LINES 


AMILIES which have been able to ben- 
efit from the Society’s Family Help 
Unit in Manchester during the past few 
years will now know that the onus of 
providing these essential services has 
been accepted by the Manchester Corpor- 
ation. And when the Unit at Southfield 
is handed over to the Corporation, the 
Society and the Manchester and District 
Spastics Society will be relieved of a very 
substantial annual liability. 


The final decision to hand over the Centre 
is a significant one as it marks the recognition 
by a local authority of the value of a new style 
service developed by the Society. Naturally the 
Society will maintain a close interest in the way 
in which the service is run in the future and 
the quality of the work undertaken there. The 
decision is significant too because the Manchester 
development may be regarded as typical of 
the pioneering approach of a charity. It is per- 
haps the first time the Society has developed and 
handed over a going service. Probably it will 
not be the last. 


Mass provision of much needed services 


Foam wedges (pictured 
above) 24in. wide, 25tin. long, 
8tin. at the highest end and 
tapering to a point, can he 
obtained from the Supplies 
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rightly so. BUT, unless you 
are ready to demand the same — 
right for less fortunate young 

people, you too, are guilty of 

tacit discrimination. 

“Just think about that — 
then line up behind all those 
activists fighting on behalf of 
the handicapped. For if youth 
with its new voting power, 
takes up the cudgels on be- 
half of the handicapped we 
can really get things moving 
and start to see justice done.” 


S 


handicapped children between 
the ages of 8-15 years. 


The Department of Health 
and Social Security has re- 


handicapped people worked throughout the country might at first sight be | Officer for 5s. 8d. As the post-  Cemtly been supplying the 
happily together. And at the ea ak raG an attractive role for any charity that can afford | age and packing costs as much  Chailey Heritage Trolley (pic- 
Hamburg club’s swimming y Verek Lancasfer-Gaye it. But in an atmosphere of inflation and a sev- | as the wedge itself, it should be ‘uted below) on prescription to 


evening, Mr. Hargreaves saw 
able-bodied young members of 
the public swimming with the 
spastic and other handicapped 
members of the Club. “This 
was social integration at its 
best with no embarrassment on 
either side,” he said. 

Mr. Hargreaves also visited 
the sheltered home where Mr. 
Juster’s daughter, Nina, lives 
with her friend, Annalie, both 
of whom attended the recent 
Internation *62 Clubs Confer- 
ence, held at Reading Univer- 
sity. 

The Hamburg Club is not 
restricted to spastics, but many 
of the handicapped members 
are confined to wheelchairs. 
Visiting club meetings and 
events are made possible for 
them because of the devoted 
work of five drivers who give 
up their spare time to drive 
specially-adapted vehicles and 
convey members to and from 
Club activities. 


OBITUARY 


HE sudden death of Professor Emeritus A. V. Neale comes as a 
severe and sad loss to The Spastics Society. Professor Neale 

was editor of Spastic International Medical Publications. An obi- 
tuary in the Journal “Developmental Medicine and Child Neurol- 


ogy” says of him: 


“The aims of the infant National Spastics Society, with its 


will live, and one’s neighbours. Certainly a build- 
ing devoted to handicapped residents, ‘“‘whether 
they be men, women or children offers an 
environment very distant from normality. 

At last there isa chance that housing schemes 
devoted to this form of provision will be able 
to contribute to the problem. They will do so 
by ensuring that the handicapped housewife, 
the handicapped worker, the handicapped child, 
can be accommodated in such a way that not 
only will the density of handicapped persons 
to the total number of residents be limited 
to a modest proportion, but also that the handi- 
capped person will have access to a wider range 
of flats and maisonettes and the freedom of 
choice that will go with them. 

For this is one of the bases on which the 
Habinteg Housing Association, recently launched 
by The Spastics Society, will seek to develop 
housing and to encourage housing authorities 
to adopt in their own schemes. With two major 
housing projects already on the drawing board 
and more to come, it is hoped that HABINTEG 
will play its part in shaping a less restrictive 
and more realistic approach to the housing 
problem. 


erely limited purse the pursuit of this role 
must in the end spell disaster. The search for 
new ideas, new fields and an attempt to help 
others require a continuing flow of hard cash. 
The transfer of Manchester’s. Southfield will 


help to make that search possible. 
N ONEY is not the sole criterion by 
which help for the hospital service 
may be judged. This became evident re- 
cently after the Society had been able to 
offer technical advice at the South Ocken- 
don Hospital in Essex in an attempt to 
extend the existing industrial facilities 
to those patients with a severe physical 
handicap. 

As a direct result of the imagination of the 
hospital staff and the co-operation of the Soc- 
iety’s industrial staff, new industrial techniques 
and work procedures will be introduced at South 
Ockendon to enable many more patients to 
benefit from a regular daily job. And to cement 
the relationship, the Society is to present to 
the hospital a new van for use at the hospital 
workshop. A small price to pay for what will 


represent such a major improvement in the 
daily life of many of the hospital’s patients. 


‘ portable pushchair to 


collected where possible. 


These wedges are  particu- 
larly useful for children who 
cannot sit up and who have 
weak hack or head control. 
Your physiotherapist will tell 
you whether such a_ wedge 
would be useful for your child. 


LARGER BUGGY 


A larger version of the now 
familiar Baby Buggy will be 
shown to the Joint Committee 
on Mobility for the Disabled at 
their next meeting. Many 
parents have been waiting for 
this new collapsible pushchair 
and we hope its manufacture is 
just around the corner. 


The Department of Health 
and Social Security have two 
prototypes to test; this push- 
chair will fill the gap that there 
exists in the Department’s 
present supply, for a_ really 
suit 


Proud day for Mrs. Parker 


A. V. Neale, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.H.| ~ 


UTSIDE Buckingham 
Palace, Mrs. Violet Parker, 
Office Training Manager of The 
Spastic Society’s Lancaster 
Training Centre, proudly dis- 
plays the M.B.E. which she was 
awarded in the New Year’s 
Honours List for her work with 
spastics. 


Mrs. Parker has been train- 


young spastics as well as to 
spina hifida children where 
such early form of mobility is 
required. . 


N. D. B. ELWES 


Golden 


gesture 


WHEN the manager of 
Retlands Ltd., the 
clothiers of Market Street, 
Huddersfield, Yorkshire, 
emptied the collecting doll 
for spastics outside his 
premises, he found an old 
22-carat gold wedding 
ring among the coins. 
Mr. Haidon, the man- 
ager, took it to a local 
jeweller, who valued the 


ing spastics in the use of office 
machinery and in general busi- 
ness procedure for over 10 
years. 

Mrs. Parker was accompanied 
to the Investiture by her niece, 
Mrs. Mavis L. Plant (left) and 
Mrs. Winifred Collier. 


dd. club helps the cause 


N last month’s issue we told the story of three girls in Telford, 
# Shropshire, who opened a school fund in aid of spastics. 
; Now, six other youngsters from the same town have written 
in to the Society’s Information Department to say that they have 
formed a club to help spastics and to ask for ideas. The club 
subscription is threepence, which will go to help the cause. 

The children did not tell_us their ages, but from the style of 
the letter we guess that they are all very young. However, they 
ae obviously teach some of their elders a thing or two about 
charity. 


concern for the total. care of the chronically handicapped child, 
were in harmony with his own developing concepts of the role of 
the good children’s doctor; it was fortunate that he became a 
member of the Society's Medical Advisory Committee and first 
Chairman of the Editorial Board of its publication, the ‘Cerebral 
Palsy Bulletin.’ He saw clearly that the energies of the young and 
prospering Society should be harnessed in a productive manner 
to the mutual benefit of both the lay and the professional compo- 
nents of the problem of cerebral palsy. With his insight into the 
fact that advances in knowledge are of little account unless fully 
utilised, he encouraged the Society to become an educational force 
as well as a body engaged in service and research. This Journal, 
the ‘Clinics in Developmental Medicine,’ and the activities of the 
Medical Education and Information Unit are living memorials to 
his pertinacity and abilities.” 


ring at 12s. This sum was 
added to the cash from 
the doll. 

The doll is obviously a 
particularly appealing one 
—so far it has raised over 
£200 for spastics. 


During his distinguished career, Professor Neale was appoin- 
ted first Professor of Child Health at the University of Bristol, 
and here he found full scope for his energies and love of teaching. 
Since retirement five years ago he travelled widely, giving of his 
wisdom and experience to medical schools in Khartoum and New- 

vm .foundland, Professor Neale was elected President of the British 
Paediatric Association in 1961. 
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APPROXIMATELY 50 


per cent of all Corn- 
ish collectors attended 
a meeting at the Truro 
Town Hall to . discuss 
the “Spastics” Competi- 
tions in general, and 
their essential role in 
particular. They were 
met by a team from Re- 
gional Pool Promotions, 
headed by Director Mr. 
Kenneth Long. 

The general concen- 
sus of opinion was sum- 
med up by Mr. Long in 
his address—‘“Meetings 
of this nature are in- 
valuable, it is not just 
a question of showing 
the flag. The lessons 


learned will improve 
liaison between our 
local _—_ representatives 


Society is 

rewarded 

for man’s 
honesty 


N anonymous donation of 

£5 arrived at The Spastics 
Society’s Appeals Division in 
February. This, of course, 
happens quite often, but the 
unusual angle was that the 
letter asked for a receipt to be 
sent to a Mr. Lake at an add- 
ress in London, N.W.3. 

It appears that Mr. Lake 
found a bunch of keys and re- 
turned them to the owner, who 
was very grateful for the re- 
covery and so sent a donation 
to the Society. 

Mr. John Kellett, the Assist- 
ant Director (Appeals), ex- 
presses his gratitude to the 
anoymous donor for his gener- 
osity, and also to Mr. Lake, who 
foregoes a reward for his hon- 
esty in favour of helping spas- 
tics. 

Such king people give great 
encouragement to those whose 
task is to work and help the 
handicapped. 


CRUISE LED TO 
ROMANCE 


The engagement is  an- 
nounced of Mary Wallace, of 
Watford, and Colin Purefoy, 
of Tunbridge Wells. The 
couple met on a_ Spastics 
Society cruise. 

Mary is working at present 
as a nursery nurse at the Wat- 
ford Spastics Treatment 
Centre but the couple will live 
in Tunbridge Wells after their 
wedding which is planned for 
July, 


and Head Office. I hope 
similar opportunities 
will arise in other re- 
gions throughout the 
country”. 


An informative lec- 
ture illustrated by two 
films giving details of 
some of the work car- 
ried out by The Spas- 
tics Society, locally and 
nationally, was given by 
Regional Officer, Mr. J. 
Pope. 

* * K * 


Over 400,000 cash 


Be <i 


Above: It’s a parrot mascot for Mr. and Mrs. P. Lambert of Gloucester who were presented 
with their “Spastics” prize by Mr. Freddie “Parrot Face” Davies recently. 


Below: Singer Frankie Vaughan presents Mr. and Mrs. S. Dempsey with their £661 prize 
cheque. Happily looking on are their children, Sandra and Roy. 


b 


prizes, gifts and prem- 
ium bonds have been 
distributed already this 
year. 


* * % * 


HE photograph of the 
World Cup Competi- 
tion judging panel featured 
in the January ‘“Spastics 
News” had two noticeable 
omissions — Tommy  Doch- 
erty and Cupid. Tommy 
Docherty was called away 
immediately after the selec- 
tions had been made, but 
Cupid’s absence became ap- 
parent when three of the 25 
winners advised the organi- 


sers they intend to get mar- 
ried, and the trip will be 
their honeymoon. 


One delighted winner, Mr. 
A. Waite of Claverham in 
Somerset was congratulated 
by Bristol City A.F.C. cap- 
tain, Bobby Kellard, on stage 
at the Curzon Cinema, 
Clevedon. The only persons 
present who did not appear 
envious were Mr, J. E. Carey 
and Mr. R. Bettens who re- 
ceived cheques for £605 
which they had won on the 
“Spastics Pool’, 


* * * % 


TYHE news from one of our 

Scottish supervisors is 
that the Kilsyth branch of 
the Stirlingshire Society for 
the Care of Spastics recently 
handed a cheque for £1,000 
to the Scottish Society. The 
1970 campaign is already 
making progress, and any- 
one interested in “lending a 
hand” at one of the many 
functions planned for the 
year, should contact Mr. 
A. S. Stevenson, 21 Waver- 
ley Crescent, Kirkintilloch. 


* * * * 


AN evening with a differ- 

ence for Mrs. Mavis 
Dempsey when, after the 
show at the Royal Court 
Theatre, Liverpool, she re- 
ceived a cheque for £661 
from singing star Frankie 


Vaughan. The excitement of - 


the occasion was shared by 


Above: Bobby Kellard (right), Captain of Bristol City hands 

over a World Cup competition prize (three weeks in Mexico 

for two people) to one of the 25 winners, Mr. A. Waite, of 
Claverham, Somerset. 


Stanley, and their two child- 
ren Sandra and Roy. 


* * * 


REDDIE “Parrot Face” 
Davies presented a Ford 
Escort de Luxe car to Mr. 
and Mrs. P. Lambert of Coal 
pit Heath, Glos., first prize 
winners in a recent “Spas- 
tics’ Charm Girl Competi- 
tion. Freddie, who takes a 
keen interest in The Spas- 
tics Society, had to rush 
away for a matinee perfor- 
mance .of the pantomime 


LONDON 
FLAG DAY 
NEEDS 
3,000 
HELPERS 


MR. Kevin Finu- 
cane is a man 
with a problem—or 


“Aladdin” in which he was 
starring at Bristol Hippo- 
drome. 


4" * * * 


ECENTLY married at 
Bristol were Charles 
Quick and Mrs. E. M. Bate- 
son. Mr. and Mrs. Quick 


both hold managerial posi- 
tions at Regional Pool Pro- 


Mrs. Dempsey’s husband, motions Head Office and 


Mrs. Quick has the distinc- 

. tion of being one of a small 
band of 12 employees who 
were in at the start of the 
Friends of Spastics League 
13 years ago. 


‘Kind and thoughtful’ \stROKE OF LUCK BRINGS 


students 


TUDENTS. from Sussex 
University held a child- 
ren’s party for Brighton, 
Hove and District Spastics 
Society recently. The child- 
ren were entertained by 
folk dancing, a film show 
and folk songs. The students 
also prepared a delicious 
tea for them. 


A nurse in charge of the 
children said: “There’s been 


so much bad publicity about 


a, and 


students that when they d 
something worthwhile it 
could be overlooked, I think 
people should know how 
kind and thoughtful these 
students are.” 


Girls at St. Mary’s Grammar 
School, Inglemire Lane, Hull, 
Yorkshire, are saving Green 
Shield stamps so that a spastic 
child can go to Lourdes. They 
have filled over 40 of the 524 
books required for the trip, 
but are finding it difficult to 
raise the last 10 books. 


RK Uh «ae 


SWIMMING LESSONS 


LUCKY coincidence has meant that spastic children and adults 
in Peterborough, Northants, can have regular hydrotherapy 
and swimming lessons. 

A local secondary modern school recently agreed to let Peter- 
borough and District Spastics Society use its indoor heated pool 
on one day a week provided that a physiotherapist was on hand. 

About the same time, Mrs. Sheila Dorkings, a physiotherapist 
at the local hospital, decided to offer her services to the Group 
although she knew nothing of the proposed plans. Her offer 
was eagerly taken up. 

During the hydrotherapy sessions Mrs, Dorkings will also 
treat paraplegic patients from the hospital. 
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rather 5,000  prob- 
lems to be exact. 
That’s the minimum 
number of helpers he 
must find for The 
Spastics Society’s 
Flag Day to be held 
throughout Greater 


London on Saturday, 
July 11. 

“We hope to have 
collectors posted at al- 
most every part of 
London where large 


numbers of people 
pass by,” said Mr. 
Finucane, who is or- 
ganising the Flag 
Day. “There will be 
about 500 points 
from which our col- 
lectors will operate, 
and we shall need 
about 10 people for 
each point.” 

The Flag Day will 
be the first held by 
the Society through- 
out Greater London. 
It will be one of many 
events during Spas- 
tics Week between 
July 5 and 11. In the 
City: of London, the 
Flag Day will be held 
on Friday, July 10, 
one day earlier than 
the rest of Greater 
London, because the 
City is seldom crowd- 
ed on.a Saturday. 

Anyone wishing to 
sell flags should con- 
tact the Flag Day 
Organiser, 12, Park 
Crescent, London, 
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The pho to that asks a questiom Today was 
... and tells a 


GUESS who is the. spastic 
in the photograph? The 
happy young lad with his sand- 
castle and yacht, or daddy re- 
capturing his childhood on the 
sandy beach of Harlech, North 
Wales? Of course, you’ve 
guessed correctly; it’s dad who 
is the athetoid spastic, and has 
been so for the last 36 years. 


I hope the publication of this 
photo will end several doubts 
that may lie in the minds of 
your readers. Firstly, any 
spastic couples amongst your 
readers who may _ consider 
starting a family can know 
that they face the normal 1 to 
500 chance that their own 


. children will be born spastic. 


Secondly, that a normal child 
will accept and_ respect his 
parents no matter what their 
disability. 


Of course, there came. the 
day when David asked the in- 
evitable question, “Why do 
your hands shake, Daddy?” 
but he readily accepted the 
answer that “there is some- 
thing wrong with my nerves, 
because my head got squashed 
when I was trying to get out 
of my mummy” and has never 
mentioned the matter since. 
Instead he acts as a second 
pair of hands for me, holding 
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nails whilst I hammer them 
home, helping me mend elec- 
tric plugs, and in numerous 
other ways. 


I must count myself very 
fortunate in that my disability 
is very limited. I can walk, 
speak clearly, and was given 
the gift of a reasonable intel- 
ligence. Even so, this slight 
disability has caused me to 
share the usual run of preju- 
dicial setbacks common to all 
disabled persons, 


For the first years, when 
the term ‘spastic’ seemed to 
be unknown to the medical 
profession, my mother had to 
fight a running battle with 
specialists who diagnosed my 
condition as anything from a 
dislocated neck to rickets! Then 
came the first break, when the 
local primary school | head- 
master took me on as a pupil. 


Then at the 11-plus stage, 
special representations had to 
be made before I was accepted 
at grammar school, but even 
there, the Head thought it best 
for me to languish in the B 


The city of Pesaro, 
situated near Riccione, 
beside the Adriatic Sea, 
has a_ Rehabilitation 
Centre for spastics. 


This Centre needs a 
qualified physiotherapist, 
with good _ experience, 
who would be capable of 
assuming _ responsibility 
for setting up the Centre, 
with three or four others 
under her. 


applicants 
should write to :— 


Interested 


Dr. Coasabile Fasano, 
The President, 
Associazione Italiana 
Per L’Assistenza 

agli Spastici, 


Sezione Provinciale di 

Pesaro e Urbino, 
Viale Trento 67, 
Pesaro, Italia. 


stream as “the slower pace 
would be GOOD for me!” 

During this period, at the 
age of 14, I won a part-time 
art scholarship. 

Next there was the benevo- 
lent professor who accepted me 
into his geography department 
at Leicester University. At 
college, with the help of some 
really fine ladies, I came to 
realise that I was as welcome 
in female company as I had 
been in the exclusively male 
Boy Scout movement which 
had taken me on many a long 
trek and adventure. 

Then there was the search 
for employment in which a 
kindly Ministry of Labour offi- 
cial tried to move mountains 
to get me into my chosen pro- 
fession of Town Planning. 
From thence I owe a great 
debt to the generosity of Neil 
Skene-Smith who accepted me 
into his college as lecturer in 
geography, a position which I 
still hold in the proposed Bir- 
mingham Polytechnic, where 
my students are all external 
candidates for London Univer- 
sity degrees. 

This really should be the 
end of the story, but recently 
a number of isolated events 
have reminded me of the sheer 
ignorance that exists in the 
public mind when it has to 
deal with the disabled. As a 
result, I have offered my ser- 
vices to The Spastics Society 
to undertake public speaking 
commitments on behalf of the 
Society, either by speaking to 
those organisations that most 
generously support the Society 
or to meet groups of parents 
of spastics. In this way I can 
illuminate from my own exper- 
iences the lines of develop- 
ment that their own children 
may be able to pursue. 


J. R. BATTSON, ; 
Surlingham, 

Long Lane, 

Fradley, 

Nr. Lichfield. - 


The first steps to 
mixing with others 


rRNO work is a laborious nec- 

cessity. The monotonous 
routine of the working week is 
tedious. Everyone fights for 
more pay and less work. Alter- 
natively, unemployment is de- 
moralising. Fortunately the Soc- 
iety has made provision for 
the majority of unemployable 
spastics. My extreme gratitude 
to the Society for this. 


Unluckily some spastics do 
not reside near Society Work- 
shops, this applies to me. Six 
years ago the Guildford 
W.R.V.S. opened a Work Centre 
for the physically disabled. We 


a story wonderful 


ODAY a wonderful thing 
happened to me. I re- 
ceived a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers for Mothering Sunday 
from my son Richard, a resi- 
dent at Coombe Farm Spas- 
tics Centre, Croydon. 

Why wonderful you may 
ask, lots of sons and daugh- 
ters remember their mother on 
this particular day? 

My appreciation is not only 
to Richard who is generous, 
and whose greatest pleasure 
is in giving, but to the staff of 
this Centre who interpreted 
his wishes, and found time to 
order the flowers which have 
really made my day. 

-It can truly be said that a 
good staff makes an excellent 
Centre. 


Phylis M. Wolff, 
22 Walton Drive, 
Keyworth, 
Nottingham. 


Words that make the “bods 


on wheels” go pea green 


ITH reference to the description in “Spastics News” on the 

new yacht “Sparkle,” for the use of certain classes of disabled 
people: first, I would like to say the basic idea is a very good one, 
and the design is, with certain reservations, good. 

As I am not a yacht designer I must agree with Mr. Holt and 
say that Angus Primrose has done a very fine job on what must 
have been a very unusual specification for him. There can be no 
doubt that the sailing and general handling qualities will be first 
class as becomes a design from his drawing board. 

Like Mr. Holt I also went to the Boat Show, but unlike him I 
went as an ordinary visitor to the exhibition. It was quite by 
chance we found “Sparkle”, in a corner of the Hall. I noticed 
certain things which seem to have been overlooked by both 
S.P.A.R.K.S., the organisation whose idea it was, and Mr. Holt. 

In bringing these points up I do so in the hope that some 
constructive use can be made of them in any future ideas for the 
benefit of our friends on wheels. 

First thing I noticed was two flights of steps to be climbed 
if one wanted to go aboard. Very good—for people on legs. Of 
course, the steps won’t be there when “Sparkle” is afloat. But it 
was the exhibition of a boat for disabled people and the very 
people it was designed for are unable to get aboard to have a look 
at her. What is wrong with ramps? 

A very big thing is made of the Skipper being able to take 
charge in case of trouble. In fact he will, on the face of it, be in 
charge all the time. Why? The steering position is on a platform 
about a foot high and about two feet square, i.e.: no room for 
wheelchair. O.K. so you have to have a Skipper—what’s wrong 
with two steering positions, one for disabled which could be cut 
out by Skipper at his position in case of trouble? 

Er ... this trouble everyone keeps talking about! I think it 
about time some people woke up to the fact, that very few people 
in wheelchairs are thinking with their legs! Any of us who have 
seen the waterborn antics of our so-called normal brethren on the 
Thames and Broads will agree that we could not do much worse. 

Finally, S.P.A.R.K.S. were handing out at the show an infor- 
mation leaflet. I only hope no wheelchair people got a copy, if 
they did there will be another protest at No. 10. It was all about 

“cripples” and ‘patients’, well meaning but enough to make bods 
on wheels go pea green. 

The point I am trying to make is that all the fun of sailing is 
in handling or learning how to handle your ship. In this case the 
most one can hope for is to hold the end of a rope sometimes. 

One could get the same effect at far less cost with a few trips 
on the Woolwich Ferry, or a Steamer trip up the river, as the 
London ’62 Club has done before now—wheelchairs and all. 


Mr. P. West, Vice-President, ’°62 Club (London), 
75 Etchingham Park Road, Finchley, London, N.3. 


are a small group with various 
handicaps. Despite our limita- 
tions we undertake subcontract 
work, and _ produce several 
saleable handicrafts. Commodi- 
ties include, carpet mats, orna- 
ments, cushions etc., all at reas- 
onable prices. 


Some spastics find social and 
working relationships with 


APRIL, 90 


Charles Hawtrey, star of the popular “Carry On” “films, 
pushed over a pile of pennies at the Raven Hotel, Flint, 
recently. Assisting him was Vivien Day, 20, daughter of the 
licensee, who was appearing with Mr. Hawtrey at Llandudno. 
The pennies amounted to a total of £31.1s. for spastics funds. 


“ror 


other disabilities arduous, I be- 
lieve it is the first step to an 
association with ordinary 
people. 


Miss Pamela Phillips. 
37 Broomfield, 

Park Barn, 

Guildford, Surrey, 


(Photo by courtesy of Chester Chronicle) 


Work for spastics 


will continue 


The Rev. Oswald Lloyd-Rob- 
erts, Director of the Manches- 
ter and __ District Spastics 
Society has been inducted min- 
ister of Heaton Mersey Con- 
gregational Church, 

The induction was carried 
out by the Rev. J. A. Figures, 
Moderator of the North West 
Province, and the service was 
led by visiting ministers of 
Methodist and Congregational 
Churches. 


Mr. Lioyd-Roberts intends 
to carry on with his work for 
Spastics. 


£1,000 raised 


in a month 


The Cumberland, Westmor- 
land and Furness  Spastics 
Society last month raised over 
£1,000 for Scalesceugh Hall 
home for spastics, near Car- 
lisle. 

The bulk of the money, £768, 
came from a sponsored swim 
at Kendal Baths in which 120 
people took part. Olympic 
swimmer, Wendy Burrell, made 
a guest appearance at the baths 
and demonstrated various 
swimming strokes. 

A further £287 was raised at 
a buffet dance, also in Kendal, 
sponsored by North British 
Trust Hotels, Ltd. 


Laugh with Meish 


APRIL, 1970 


M.P.’s cheer Bill to 
aid sick and disabled 


R. John Dunwoody, Under Secretary, Ministry of Health and Social 


Security, announced that recommendations for invalid vehicles 
soon be accepted from general practitioners and local authority 
when the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons’ Bill was 


House of Commons. 


Subject to consultations with interested bodies, the 
Department of Health was considering changing the pres- 
ent system whereby a person seeking an invalid vehicle 
has to be recommended by a hospital consultant. 

“This move is likely to be of considerable signifi- 
cance,” said Dr. Dunwoody. “To many patients, the 
effort of having to make a special journey to hospital to 
see a consultant presents a very real difficulty.” 


Dr. Dunwoody  success- 
fully moved a new clause 
which would require the 
Minister to report on re- 
search progress in relation 
to equipment to improve 
the mobility of disabled 
persons. 


Dr. Dunwoody said it was 
hoped that a new vehicle would 
replace the present  three- 
wheelers. for both war and 
civilian disabled. 


A new Government clause 
provided that in premises to 
which the public were admit- 
ted, there should be parking 
and sanitary facilities for the 
disabled. 


Mr. Reginald Freeson, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Housing 
and Local Government, said the 
clause would apply to both new 
construction and the conver- 
sion of existing buildings. 


Mr. Arthur Latham (Lab. 
Paddington N) moved a series 
of amendments which would 
give local authorities the duty 
to take all steps necessary to 
find out the number of dis- 
abled under their jurisdiction, 
and to publish all information 
about the services available for 
them. 


“Enthusiasm’”’ 


He said that the practice 
throughout the country follow- 
ing the passage of the Bill 
might vary from place to place 
according to the degree of 
enthusiasm of those who had 
the job of implementing its 
provisions. He wanted to 
tighten up the provisions cf the 
Bill to provide as much uni- 
formity throughout the U.K. as 
possible. 

Dr. Dunwoody said there 
were two basic underlying 
assumptions behind the amend- 
ments. The first was that 
handicapped people needed to 
be in a position to be able to 
request any service. It often 
required someone with a pro- 
fessional background, such as 
social workers, to link the in- 
dividual with the service which 
was most appropriate to their 
particular needs. 

Dr. Dunwoody said the 
second assumption was that 
respective authorities and pro- 
fessional staff were  insuffi- 
ciently imformed about each 
other’s services to be able to 
give the fullest information to 
their clients. 

“This should be looked at 
more thoroughly by the social 
services department which will 
be established when legislation 
at present in committee in the 
House comes into force. 

“The amendments, as they 
are at the moment, provide a 
number of practical difficulties. 
I have considerable doubt as to 
whether they would achieve 
the aims of. their movers.” 

Mr. Latham withdrew the 
amendments, but hoped the 
Minister would still give fur- 
ther consideration to the points 
raised so that there might be a 
more suitable form of drafting 


Staff of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Cardiff, have pre- 
sented a fibre glass nursery 
chair to Longfields, the Day 
Centre run by the Swansea and 

aa District Spastics Association. 


to be considered in the House 
of Lords. 


T.V. Sets 


Mr. John Golding (Lab. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme) moved 
an amendment to include pro- 
vision by the local authority 
of television sets for the 
chronically sick and disabled. 


Referring to the provision of 
TV sets, Mr. Golding said that 
TV enabled a disabled person 
to participate in the wider 
world. One of the big problems 
was often that of isolation. 


Dr. Dunwoody accepted the 
amendment and said that he 
was always struck by the 
special TV programmes for the 
severely deaf. “I think they are 
very valuable.” 


Scotland? 


Mr. Donald Dewar (Lab. 
Aberdeen S) moved an amend- 
ment to apply various provi- 
sions of the Bill to Scotland. 


Mr. Bruce Millan, Under- 
Secretary, Scottish Office, said 
the Government supported the 
amendment, which applied the 
provisions of the Bill, with one 
or two exceptions, to Scotland. 


It had always been the 
Government’s intention that at 
an appropriate stage it should 
be applied to Scotland. 


The amendment was 
proved. 


ap- 


A LETTER recently pub- 

lished in a national 
Sunday, newspaper tells 
how the writer’s seven- 
year-old grandson over- 
heard a family discussion 
on ways of raising money 
for the spastics Centre 
which his little sister at- 
tends. 

Without a word to any- 
one, he took a plastic bag 
to school and collected all 
the foil tops from his class- 
mates when they had their 
school milk. _ 

The teacher heard him 
explain that they were for 


: . ; 


Chairman of the Hull and District Spastics Society, Capt. 


may 
doctors, 
debated in the 


Mr. Alfred Morris (Lab. 
Wythenshawe), who has steered 
the Bill through the Commons, 
said it was estimated that 
about 1,200,000 people would 
benefit from its provisions, and 
the figure might be as high as 
1,500,000. 


Progress 


The Bill sought to excite 
new progress in technological 
development of aids for the 
disabled—to ensure that every 
department would be moved to 
find out what it could do for 
the disabled. 


He was pleased that manda- 
tory provisions would replace 
the previous discretionary sys- 
tem as far as local authorities 
were concerned. He was 
against permissiveness in this 
context, because it meant that 
local authorities could shirk 
their jobs. 


Mr. Jack Ashley (Lab. Stoke- 
on-Trent South) said, amid 
‘hear-hears’ from both sides of 
the House—“this Bill accom- 
plishes more for disabled people 
than any legislative enactment 
this House has ever seen.” 


Assistance 


“It has not been a Party 
political Bill, but I would like 
to pay tribute to the Govern- 
ment who have leaned over 
backwards to give the pro- 
moters every possible assist- 
ance.” 


“It has also given disabled 
people new confidence and self- 
reliance. It is not giving suc- 
cour to the disabled. The point 
of this Bill is to help the dis- 
abled to help themselves.” 


It was given an unopposed 
third reading amid loud cheers. 


Dr. William McKenna, President of the Rotary Club of Glasgow, presenting the keys of 
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an ambulance coach, provided from a Rotary Club fund-raising fair, to Mr. Archie 
McConnochie, Chairman of The Scottish Council for the Care of Spastics at a ceremony in 


Queen Street Station, Glasgow. 


Sandra and Peter are Gail’s 
“Princess’’ project 


RACH morning at six 

o’clock Sandra Galley 
gets up to go to work. Her 
journey involves catching 
two buses, and walking a 
quarter of a mile from where 
the second bus drops her to 
her job. 

A few miles away, Peter 
Streeter climbs on his tricycle 
and pedals round the corner 
to Enfield Road Mills where 
they both work. 

Sandra and Peter are en- 


gaged to be married, they hope, . 


at the end of September. They 
are young, working hard and 
saving harder to buy a flat and 
the necessary furniture. Like 
thousands of young couples in 
England, they talk excitedly of 
their impending wedding and 
their future. Unlike thousands, 
they are spastics. 

Peter rides a tricycle because 
he cannot balance on an ordin- 
ary bike. His speech is- im- 


paired and it is sometimes so 
difficult to understand him that 
Sandra has to translate. 


Sandra, on the other hand, 
can hardly walk. The muscles 
in her legs are atrophied, leay- 
ing them crooked and thin. 
Her quarter-of-a-mile walk 
would take the able-bodied 
about five or six minutes. For 
her, it is 20 minutes of drag- 
ging herself slowly along on 
crutches. But they don’t mind 
a bit. They will travel any- 
where, and do, to assert their 
independence. 


When 24-year-old London 
secretary Gail Wills was asked 
to enter the National Charity 
Princess * Competition by 
SPYDER, the young, voluntary 
committee with whom she 
works in her spare time help- 


ing to raise money for spas- 
tics, she decided she needed a 
project. And she was so im- 
pressed by Peter and Sandra 
that she asked them if they 
would be her project, and let 
her raise £2,000 towards their 
future security. They agreed, 
and now Gail is using every 
spare minute organising money- 
raising events, and thinking up 
new ones. 


If she has raised her £2,000 
by April 30th, when the com- 
petition closes, she stands a 
chance of winning the £500 
first prize, which will go into 
the coffers of SPYDER 


Said Gail, “Even if I don’t 
win I shall still feel it has been 
worthwhile. Sandra and Peter 
are a fantastic couple; they 
have so much courage.” 


are helping spastics 


the spastics Centre ‘“ ‘Cos 
they need ’quipment there 
and haven’t any money.” 
What is more he person- 
ally drank two bottles of 
milk which were left over 
so as to get the extra tops. 
K 7h: ogteat ok 
A “SWEAR box” at the Wood- 
side Hotel, Birkenhead, 
Cheshire, has collected nearly 
£200 for spastics in 10 months. 
This is a marvellous way of 


raising funds but one wonders, 


F. A. Jones (left) and President, Mr. Leslie Spooner, with 
twins Alison and Jacquetta Pank, three, at the Group’s 


annual 


party. 


(Photo by courtesy of Daily Mail, Hull) 


in these permissive days, just 
what words are considered 
shocking enough to. merit 
fines amounting to almost £5 a 
week! 


*K ** *K 


CONCERT of Viennese 
music was given recently 
at Chelsea Town Hall in aid 
of The Spastics Society. 
Taking part were the newly- 
formed Metropolis Orchestra 
conducted by Alexander Brya- 
ett and soloists Dorothy Cope- 
land (soprano) and Gordon 
West (baritone). 


BITS AND 
PIECES 


by The Collector 


ISABLED musicians from 
the Wingfield Trust are 
giving an orchestral concert at 
the Royal Festival Hall.in the 
afternoon of Sunday, 31st 
May. 

Free tickets are available 
from: Miss B. J. Cook, General 
Secretary, The Wingfield Trust, 
24, Station Road, Epping. Essex 
(Telephone: 0378-3229). 


ELLINGBOROUGH and 
District Committee of the 
Northamptonshire Spastics 
Society has raised £1,047 to- 
wards a holiday home on the 
south coast for Northampton- 
shire spastics. 
K Kk 
HROPSHIRE Spastics 
Society has received an 
anonymous bequest of £50. The 
money was left by a Prestatyn 
resident, unknown to the 
Group, who had been impressed 


by the good work being done - 


at its holiday bungalows. 

The Group now has two of 
these bungalows at Prestatyn 
and another at Towyn.  Aill 
three are fully booked for the 
summer season and in addition 
the Group will be sending a 


large number of _ disabled 
people on other kinds of 
holiday. ; 


Incidentally, last year’s 
sponsored swim which raised a 


Wicked words and extra pintas 


final total of £1,507 7s. 6d., has 
now been entered in the Guin- 
ness Book of Records. 


K K *K 
TJNHE Independent Orders of 

Foresters has presented 
a cheque for £840 (not £480 
as reported in “Spastics News” 
last month) to the Swansea 
and District Spastic Associa- 
tion. 


°K *K *k 


| Poeisenas DOLLS being 

made by severely handi- 
capped young adult spastics at 
the Murrayfield Day Group are 
in big demand in an Edinburgh 
City Centre Boutique. Lolly-olly 
dolls are assembled from vary- 
ing lengths of strung circular 
cloth snippets. 


> *K 2K 
HE puppet theatre “wor- 
ked” by spastics at the 
Alexander Anderson Home for 
Spastics is in big demand as a 
“theatre night” from local 
organisations. Scripts for the 
shows are written by the Lan- 
arkshire Spastics Association 
Secretary, Mrs. A. M. Lithgow. 


IGHTS dimmed and flashed in time to the music when the 

“Deep Concern” pop group played for members of the 

London and North London ’62 Clubs recently. “It was fantastic” 
Said a member, “and the Club really came to life.” - 

The members of both Clubs have decided that the best 
plan for the future is the amalgamation cf the London and 
North London ’62 Clubs. This will enable the enlarged London 
62 Club to present even bigger and better events, 

The next big evening at the London Club is on May 16th 
when several well-known folk singers will perform. The Club 
meets every Saturday. Ring Miss Merle Davies at the Society’s 
Family Service and Assessment Centre, Fitzroy Square, London, 


W.1., for details. 
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People 


in glass 


houses 
should 


never 


Gnurdle ! 


HOULD you receive a clump 
behind the ear from a 
stone the size of an ostrich egg, 
next time that you are out 
walking in North Cornwall 
please don’t get upset. It will 
probably have been hurled by a 
Gnurdler, and whatever else 
Gnurdlers might do they have 
raised money for spastics over 
the past four years. 
Like Flonking the Dwile— 
~ which was described in a-pre- 
vious issue of “Spastics News” 
—Gnurdling is not one of the 
best known sports. It seldom 
rates a mention in the sports 
pages or programmes, and 
should the South Africans 
come over to play the game, 
it’s unlikely that their Gnurd- 
ling sticks would be sabotaged. 
But to natives of Cornwall, 
Gnurdling is more than just a 
game. It’s a means of declar- 
ing war on Devonshire. 


Here’s how... 


Should you fancy a quick 
Gnurdle at any time, here’s 
how you go about it. First 
build your Gnurdling stick. 
This involves decorating a 10 
foot long pole and then stick- 
ing a scoop at one end of it. 
Then you walk two and a half 
miles hurling your Gnurdling 
stone with your Gnurdling 
stick. 

You get a point for every 
throw. If you manage to make 
ten consecutive throws without 
losing your stone or without 
getting it stuck in a hedge— 
five points are taken off. If the 
stone does land in a hedge—a 
situation known as a squit—half 
a point is added to the total. 
If the stone is lost five points 
are added. The winner is the 
Gnurdler with the least num- 
ber of points at the end of the 
two and a half miles. 


Wise adage 


It helps to remember the old 
adage, that people in glass 
houses should never Gnurdle. 

Arch Gnurdler is 32 year old 
Alan Keat, a self employed 
builder from St. Minver. He has 
completed the two and a half 
mile course in as few as 49 
throws to become World Cham- 
pion. Alan’s prize possession is 
his Gnurdling stone which 
weighs two and a half pounds 
and has a bias to prevent it 
from going round corners. He 
found it on a beach and now 
the two are inseparable. 

World Gnurdling Champion- 
ships are held in North Corn- 
wall every December. “We took 
up the sport because it is a 
very ancient pastime,” said 
Alan. “And we thought we 
could raise money for charity. 
So far we have raised £40 for 
the Cornwall Spastics Society.” 


GODFREY ROBINSON 
HOME FOR THE ODIS- 
ABLED has vacancies, ow- 
ing to recent extensions, for 
younger physically handicap- 
ped people. Modern well 
equipped house. Large gar- 
den. Active workroom. 
Charge £12 per week. En- 
quiries to The ‘Superinten- 
dent, “Fouracres”, North 
Ferriby, E.Yorkshire, 
Hull 632209. 


Tel: 
| 


Engaged spastics discover : 


So many problems 


in their search 
for happiness 


WHEN Roger fell in love with 
Julie, and they decided that 
they wanted to get married, 
there were few friends and re- 
lations to wish them well. 


Eyebrows were raised, and 
the inevitable questions asked 
were: ‘Do you really think you 
should?”’, and “‘Is it right for 
-you to marry?” 


For Roger and Julie are han- 
dicapped. Roger walks with 
difficulty, Julie is in a wheel- 
chair, and society—which will 
now accept a young teenage 
marriage, a marriage between 
different races, or with a wide 
age gap-still looks askance at 
the idea of two of nature's 
physical misfits planning a 
wedding. To many people this 
is abhorrent and they make no 
polite secret of their disap- 
proval. The permissive society 
does not apply to the handi- 


capped. 


In spite of everything, Roger and 
Julie are determined. They declare 
that life has already denied them 
much, and a lonely future too cannot 
be contemplated when there is the 
chance of love, companionship, a 
home, and yes, even a family. 


Knowing their present difficulties 
and knowing only too well their fu- 
ture problems, The Spastics Society 
brought Roger, Julie and three other 
couples like them together for a week- 
end at its Family Services and Assess- 
ment Centre in Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don. 


Just a meetiug 


T['HE weekend was an experiment. It was 

also very informal. This gathering to- 
gether of four spastic couples all planning 
to marry this year was not labelled with 
the earnest jargon of the welfare worker. 
This was no “guidance conference” or “pre- 
marriage seminar”; it was simply a meeting 
of eight young people whose lives had been 
difficult enough already and who were now 
prepared to defy convention for the sake of 
a future together. 


The Spastics Society did not say whether 
they should or should not marry, but it did 
help them to examine their problems in a 
cold, realistic light and, with the help of a 
psychiatrist and a social worker, decide if 
they were strong enough to overcome them. 

Some of the problems they face are com- 
mon to all engaged couples—only theirs are 
magnified. Others are cruelly unique. 


Where will we live? The handicapped 
couple must have a one-level, no-stairs home 
with special equipment to enable a disabled 
wife to cope with housekeeping. All this 
means considerable extra expense. 


How will our parents react? A normal 
young couple reaching the age of 18 can 
flout their parents wishes—a handicapped 
couple can’t afford to. Most are dependent 


ye D 


to some degree on their parents. They must 
have their approval. = 


What about jobs?.Employment opportuni- 
ties are limited for the handicapped, and they 
rarely earn more than a subsistence wage. 
Will marriage and a life away from the 
security of their parents’ home, or a hostel 
for the handicapped, mean intolerable finan- 
cial burdens. 


What about children? These spastic coup- 
les were told that as it is most unlikely that 
there is a hereditary factor in their condition, 
they have no more chance of having handi- 
capped children than any other husband and 
wife. But . . . how will the mother cope with 
a baby if she is wheelchair bound and has 
limited use of her hands and arms? How will 
unhandicapped children react to disabled 
parents as they grow up? Very few couples 
have to make the agonising decision as to 
whether they are suitable to be parents, or 
should show their love for children by avoid- 
ing parenthood themselves. 


Right to babies 


[N spite of everything, all the couples 

~ wanted babies, declaring that they had as 
much right as anyone else to have a family; 
and that it wasn’t fair to deny themselves 
parenthood because outsiders found the idea 
unacceptable, even repellent. 


Discussion demonstrated that they wished 
to prove to everyone that they were normal 
in this respect. One girl said that her fellow 
workers in a factory had a hurtful curiosity 
about her twisted body and had asked her 
if she was “the same inside as ordinary 
people, or was she spastic all through?” 

In different ways, all expressed the same 
thought which decided their views on babies 
of their own. “We have second rate jobs, 
second rate bodies, second rate opportunities, 
Must our. marriages be second rate too by 
denying ourselves a family?” 


No favours 


ON housing they hoped local authorities 
would help them but they weren’t ask- 
ing for favours, and the possibility of inde- 
pendence was the one they most prized. A 
foretaste of how they would cope away from 
the constant care of their parents or the staff 
of a residential home was provided during the 
weekend. The staff at the Fitzroy Square 
Centre did not over-cosset them, and the 
two young men whose future wives were 
wheelchair bound made up the girls’ faces 
and did their hair for a Saturday night out- 
ing—very successfully too, A small part of 
the future pattern of constant personal care, 
perhaps, but an important beginning. 

Now the couples have gone home, 
strengthened they say by the knowledge 
that they are not alone in their problems 
and comforted and assured that there is 
nothing abnormal in their desire for 
Marriage. 


They know they have a difficult 
path ahead, but nothing they 
heard made them change their 
minds. They know they will al- 
ways be short of money. They 
and their children will be sub- 


jects for gossip, lack of under- 
standing and self-righteous dis- 


approval. But against all odds 
they will be together. And that 
will make everything worthwhile. 


Sheila Jenner 
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“Joe” stares sightlessly at her parents, played by Janet § 
tender scenes in “A Day in fl 


“If I turned down 


Elizabeth Robillard as “Joe Egg.” It is her first film, although 
she has appeared twice on television, 


PRIL, 1970 


y Janet Suzman and Alan Bates, during one of the more 


HOW WILL 
REACT TO 
‘JOE EGG’ ? 


J OE EGG’’, said Producer David Deutsh, 

“is rather like a Jewish joke. When the 
heavens are falling in on you—what else is 
there to do but laugh about it.”’ 


The heavens certainly fall in on Sheila 
and Bri, the parents of a severely physically 
and mentally handicapped spastic girl in 
the black comedy “A Day in the Death of 
Joe Egs’’. The couple joke and laugh about 
their tragic situation, but the jokes solve 
nothing and the border between laughter 
and tears is a razor edge. 

“Joe Egg,” the play by Peter Nichols, is cur- 
rently being made into a film by Mr. Deutsh’s 
company, Domino Productions, at Shepperton 


Studios. “I don’t think it would have been possible 
to make a film of this kind before now,” Mr. Deutsh 
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FILA 


ay in the Death of Joe Egg.” 


e 
wn this part I felt 
I would never 
Pn Sa eee If”? 
forgive myse 

WHEN it was first suggested to eleven-year-old Elizabeth 
Robillard that she should play the part of a spastic in 
‘Joe Egg,” this ebullient, dark haired, abundantly unhandi- 


capped young actress was very much against the idea. 
“I thought to myself, ‘I won't, I won’t, I won’t play that 


though 
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part’,” she said. 


“And when I first came into contact with 
mentally handicapped children at a hospital we visited—— 


well, I was so horrified that I just ran out of the room. 
“But then I thought about it a bit more, and I felt so 


sorry for those poor children. 


In the end I felt that if I 


turned down the part I would never forgive myself. I’m 


glad I didn’t turn it down. 


“Of course, when I heard that Alan Bates was also in 
the film that really clinched it,” she grinned impishly. “I 


think he’s super.” 


“Joe Egg’ is Elizabeth’s first film, although she has 
appeared in two television productions, including ‘The 


Avengers.” 


Most of the time she is slumped inert in a 


wheelchair, and occasionally she has to simulate a fit. ; 
“It’s not too difficult, you just go like that,” she said, 
giving a horribly life-like impression. “I didn’t have to practise 


at all before we began rehearsing. 


the Director, told me not to. 


In fact, Peter Medak, 


“I’m thoroughly enjoying making this film. I’ve wanted 
to be an actress since I was about five, and I’m very keen to 
work in films in the future. Everyone’s been so kind to me 
during the filming of ‘Joe Egg,’ and they don’t talk down to 


_me at all.” 


FE 

veryone 
AN article in a Sheffield 
newspaper which dis- 
cussed—with skill and sym- 
pathy—the opinion of the 
mother of a spastic child 
that all handicapped child- 
ren should be killed at birth, 
was passed around at a meet- 
ing of the Sheffield and Dis- 

trict ’62 Club. 
The members of the Club 
were concerned that the 


other side of the argument . 


should be heard, and asked 


— perfect 


their chairman, Mr. G. Ver- 
non, to be their spokesman. 

As a result, a thoughtful 
letter from Mr. Vernon on 
behalf of the Club appeared 
in the newspaper. “The Star’, 
Sheffield. 


Mr, Vernon explained that 
the ’62 Club was a social 
club run by spastic adults for 
themselves, “so I think you 
can safely say that we are 
prejudiced cn this topic”, 
and went on: 


told “Spastics News.” 


“The public was just not ready for such harshly 
realistic subjects as severely handicapped spastics. 


“T first thought of making 
‘Joe Egg’ into a film after 
seeing the play which I 
thought was absolutely bril- 
liant, I suggested the idea to 
several film distributors who 
laughed me out of the house. 
Then I learned that Colum- 
bia had bought the play and 
when they asked me to 


produce it I was flabber- 
gasted. 

“Naturally, I asked Peter 
Nichols to write the screen- 
play. I think he is the only 
person who could do justice 
to it. He has kept pretty 
closely to the original script, 
but there are one or two 
changes. For instance in the 
play there are several parts 
where Bri talks directly to 
the audience. This is fine for 
the theatre, but just won’t 
work in films. Talking to an 
audience is a very different 
thing from talking to a 
camera. 

“This is the second film 
that Peter Nichols has writ- 
ten for me. He wrote the 
screenplay for ‘Catch Us If 
You Can,’ the film which fea- 
tured the Dave Clark Five. 
It was the money from. this 
film that enabled him to stop 
writing T.V. plays and con- 
centrate on ‘Joe Egg’.” 

Basically, “Joe Egg” is 
about a marriage, rather 
than about spastics. Bri and 
Sheila’s problems do not all 
stem from the fact that they 
have a_ spastic daughter. 
However, the play does high- 
light many of the tremend- 
ous problems which are 
faced by parents of the 
severely handicapped. 

Like Bri, Peter Nichols is 
himself the father of a 


or not — is born with the right to live 


“JT have great sympathy for 
the mother of this, and indeed, 
every handicapped child, what- 
ever the cause or degree of 
handicap. However, the thing 
which concerned my friends 
and I about this article was 
the fact that the right of the 
individual to live his life was 
not even mentioned. 

“This mother was very con- 
cerned about her own heart- 
break and that of her husband, 
and the fact that to put the 
child in a home would leave 
them feeling guilty. As she 


spastic child. He has also 
worked as a school teacher 
—which is Bri’s profession. 
No doubt he has drawn 
heavily on his own experi- 
ence, too, in writing “Joe 
Egg,” but he insists that the 
story of Bri and Sheila is not 
the story of his own life. 


The Director and cast of 
“Joe Egg” knew little or no- 
thing of spastics before 
embarking on the film. Be- 
cause of this they visited 
hospitals for the mentally 
handicapped during a two- 
week pre-rehearsal period. 
Since then Director Peter 
Medak has been back to one 
of the hospitals — several 
times, to talk with doctors 
and the handicapped child- 
ren. 

He and the entire cast are 
wildly enthusiastic about the 
play, and Peter Nichols’ 
screenplay. “It’s absolutely 
super,” said Janet Suzman. 
“Brilliant, in fact. To treat 
it as a black comedy was a 
great idea. It was about the 
only way in which you could 
treat the subject. If it had 
been presented in a serious 
way it would have ended up 
stodgy and turgid. 

“When I first came into 
contact with severely handi- 
capped spastics my first re- 
action was to recoil. But 
having got over the initial 
hurdle of getting used to the 
idea it wasn’t so bad. You 
begin to accept it.” 

Also starring in the film 
are Alan Bates, Elizabeth 
Robillard, Peter Bowles, 
Joan Hickson (who also star- 
red in the stage version), and 
Sheila Gish. 


PETER COOK 


was quoted, however, the im- 
pression was gained that her 
motives were entirely selfish 
and that she had no regard at 
all for the feelings and rights 


of her child. 


“If a doctor had taken the 
decision to kill her child at 
birth, and tell her the child 
was still-born, it might indeed 
have been less heartbreaking 
for her. It would be cheaper 
and more convenient for the 
State, too, if all handicapped 
infants were thus dealt with. 
But this does not make it right. 


Above: Sheila, played by Janet Suzman, tends her 
spastic daughter (Elizabeth Robillard), while Bri 
(Alan Bates) makes jokes with Freddie (Peter 
Bowles), in a scene from “A Day in the Death of 


Joe Egg.” 


months away! 


[Vp ICHAEL Reynolds, the Spastics Week Co-ordinator, 
in reminding everyone that the Week is only three 
months away, outlines the following ways our readers can 


play their part in April. 


LOCAL GROUPS: Make sure you have ordered literature 
and notified Mr. Reynolds’ office at The Spastics Society, 
12, Park Crescent of the names and addresses of local 
co-ordinators and publicity officers. This is also the time 
to ask local clubs, schools and other organisations for 


help during Spastics Week. 


INDIVIDUAL READERS: Notify your local Group of 
your willingness to help on flag days, coffee mornings, 
sponsored walks etc. If you do not know the address of 
your local Group, drop us a line at the Spastics Week 
Operations Room at Park Crescent. 


SPASTIC READERS: Help organise an event at your 
own School or Centre or through your local ’62 Club. 


Next month’s “Spastics News” will carry details of some 
of the unusual and exciting local events planned for the 
Week. Make sure you are not left out of the act. 


REMEMBER—SPASTICS WEEK, July 5-11 


“Everyone, whether he is 
physically, or indeed mentally, 
perfect or not, is born with 
the right to live. No doctor 
playing God would have the 
right to decide to deprive him 
of this right and I am sure 
no doctor would want this res- 
ponsibility, their work is the 
saving not the taking of life. 

“Any person who is inter- 
ested is welcome to come to 
our meetings and talk and mix 
with us, Some of us, including 
myself, are very severely han- 
dicapped, and would no doubt 


Spastics Week 
is only three 


” 


have qualified for such treat- 
ment as this mother mentioned, > 
had such a practice been in 
operation at our birth. 

“Perhaps in some ways we 
are a nuisance, but we do give 
back to life, too, when we are 
allowed to do so. But more 
important than any other con- 
sideration is the fact that we 
are people and our soci-ty pro- 
fesses to believe in the pres- 
ervation of human life. 

“No one has the right to 
decree that our Tives are not 
going to be worth living.” 


UT LLU 


QVER the years many schools. of 
thought about treatment of the 
cerebral palsied have formed, each 
purporting to provide the best poss- 
ible form of treatment. In many cases 
new schools of thought have been dog- 
matic in their approach, but usually 
this has been tempered in the course 
f time, and what was considered to 
e revolutionary has often been in- 
orporated in the main body of know- 
ledee. The claims of the rival schools 
have sometimes been extravagant in 
the extreme and neurological theories 
of doubtful validity have been devel- 
oped in support of practice. These 
differences of approach and the con- 
troversies which surround them are 
some ways to be welcomed since 
hey are symptomatic of a deep and 
Sincere concern of physiotherapists 
who work in the field of cerebral 


palsy. 
Sympathy 


The Spastics Society is not a medi- 
cal society: its first responsibility has 
always been to the cerebral palsied 
and their families, in all aspects of 
their problems. It therefore ap- 
proaches with interest and sympathy 

ny new system which seems at all 

ikely to produce good results. Indeed 
there would have to be very strong 
reasons before it condemned a par- 
ticular form of treatment. 


Interest has been shown lately in this 
country in what is called the Doman Dela- 
cato method of treating neurologically, 
handicapped children. This is an Ameri- 
Pas system and stems from the Institutes 
for the Achievement of Human Potential 
in Philadelphia. Mr. Glenn Doman is by 
training a physiotherapist and Dr. J. R. 
Delacato an educationalist. 


Guidance 


Many parents look to The Spastics 
Society for some guidance in matters of 
treatment. However, the treatment of a 
child is the responsibility of the family 
doctor, the consultant paediatrician and 
the parents of the child. Children differ, 
and cerebral palsied children differ one 
from the other to a far greater extent than 
ordinary children. Any plan of treatment 
must take into account the precise nature 
of the child’s handicap and his family 
background. It must also be concerned 
with the whole child and all the child’s 
problems must be seen in perspective. 
Cultivating the child’s intelligence and 
improving the usefulness of its limbs are 
so often only two of the many problems 
which have to be tackled. 

As regards the Institutes for the 
Achievement of Human Potential, a state- 
ment was issued on the 15th March, 1968 
approved by the American Academies for 
Cerebral Palsy, Neurology, Paediatrics, 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, the 
American Congress of Rehabilitation Med- 
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“T feel duty 
counsel parents... 


Pe ae 


exe 


LORING 


Director of The Spastics Society 


icine, the U.S.A. National Association for 
Retarded Children, the Canadian Associ- 
ations for Children with Learning Disab- 
ilities and Retarded Children, and the 
Canadian Rehabilitation Council for the 
Disabled. This statement was published 
in the Journal “Developmental Medicine 
and Child Neurology” in April 1968. It has 
the approval of the Society’s Medical Ad- 
visory Committee. Unfortunately space 
does not allow us to reprint the whole of 
the statement, but the closing summary 
is of particular interest. It states: 


“Demands” 


“The Institutes for the Achievement 
of Human Potential appear to differ 
substantially from other groups treat- 
ing developmental problems in (a) the 
excessive nature of their undocumented 
claims for cure and (b) the extreme de- 
mands placed upon parents in carrying 
out an unproven technique without fail. 

“Advice to parents and professional 
workers cannot await conclusive results 
of controlled studies of all aspects of 
the method. Physicians and therapists 
should acquaint themselves with the 
issues in the controversy and the avail- 
able evidence. We have done this and 
concur with the conclusion of Robbins 
and Glass: 

‘There is no empirical evidence to 
substantiate the value of either the 
theory or practice of neurological org- 
anisation .. . If the theory is to be taken 
seriously ... its advocates are under an 
obligation to provide reasonable sup- 
port for the tenets of the theory and 
a series of experimental investigations, 
consistent with scientific standards, 
which test the efficacy of the rationale.’ 

“To date, we know of no attempt to 
fulfil this obligation.” 

This statement of course applies to the 


which either to condemn or approve it. 
But I do feel duty bound to counsel 
parents to take expert advice before 
they embark upon it for their children, 
and certainly before they consider mak- 
ing the long and expensive journey to 
and from Philadelphia. They should 
first consult their family doctor and 
then a paediatrician or other specialist 
who specialises in the field of cerebral 
palsy. The Spastics Society’s Family 
Services and Assessment Centre, 16 
Fitzroy Square, London, W.1, is also 
available to assess the potential of 
cerebral palsied children. 

There have been formed in this coun- 
try one or two groups of an organisation 
called ‘‘The National Society for Brain 
Damaged Children.” It is quite clear 
from their literature that they are pro- 

onents of what they consider to be the 


oman Delacato Method, but it is quite. 


plain that neither Doman nor Delacato can 
be held responsible for the statements 
they issue. 


Document 


I have been reading with great interest 
their document entitled ‘Introducing the 
National Society for Brain Damaged 
Children” which includes the following 
paragraph under the headline “What is 
the Institute for the Achievement of 
Human Potential?” 

“Of the first 2,500 children treated 
— 30 per cent were cured — subnormal 
children who after treatment were com- 
pletely normal, 40 per cent showed 
great improvement and none regressed. 
A far higher record than can be claimed 
for any other method used for treating 
these children.” 

This is an extravagant statement. It is 
well known that cerebral palsy is a result 
of irreversible brain damage, and whilst 
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treatment will very often substantially 
improve motor movement and control — 
sometimes by bringing into play muscle 
potential which is not directly affected by 
the brain damage — the word “cure” 
cannot be used. One can think of no 
sample of 2,500 “brain damaged” child- 
ren, 30 per cent of whom could be thought 
of as having been cured. 


Prevention 


There is no complete cure for cerebral 
palsy, and unless transplant procedures 


- and miniaturisation can be developed, 


there will be no cure. The best hopes rest 
with prevention and when this has been 
of no avail, long and painstaking treat-. 
ment and special education. Dependent 
upon the type of cerebral palsy an im- 
pressive number of children, given the 
right and sufficient amount of treatment, 
will show considerable improvement. Re- 
gression is also very rare, but nothing 
could be more cruel than to hold out the 
Brospest of complete cure and on such a 
scale. 


Put to test ? 


The Spastics Society is essentially a 
pioneering organisation. It has in the past 
associated itself closely with what were 
in their time considered by some to be 
revolutionary methods, e.g. the Bobath 
method and the Peto system in Hungary. 
The Society has, during the last three 
years, set up experimental. groups so that 
the Peto method can be tried and evalu- 
ated in England. 


The Society would be very willing 
to consider the possibility of setting 
up an experimental situation in this 
country where the Doman Delacato 
hypothesis could be put to the test 
and the results compared with a con- 
trol group. In the meantime it will 
secure for parents the best possible 
advice and treatment available. 


position as at March, 1968, although, [pee 


know of no subsequent independent re- 
search which has thrown light upon this 
method of treatment. 


Second opinion 


Parents will therefore see from what 
has been written that they would be well 
advised to take a second and expert opin- 
ion before embarking on the treatment, 
which is very intensive and demanding on 
all concerned. Also, the cost of a visit 
to Philadelphia is very heavy, although I 
understand attempts are being made to 
set up a centre for this treatment in 
England. 

I have very great sympathy with the 
parents whose children have not respon- 
ded to conventional treatment, particu- 
larly for those who live in areas where 
facilities are poor. We have a duty as a 
Society to try to attempt to provide good 
facilities for treatment wherever they are ' 
lacking or urge statutory authorities to 
do so. 

This, then, is not condemnation of 
the Doman Delacato system. Indeed, so 
far as I am aware there is little or no 
independent scientific evidence upon 


S.0.S. Chairman, Dickie 
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Starry night helps three New home hopes for disabled couples 


Henderson, in his dressing 


charities 


GRAND variety concert 
was held in Leeds re- 
cently, in aid of the West Rid- 
ing Medical Research Trust, 
the Stars Organisation for Spas- 
tics, and the Leeds and District 
Spastics Society. 
The cast included Harr, 
Secombe, Jimmy Tarbuck, 
avid and Marianne Dalmouf, 
bean Lotis, the Bo le Family, 
nd Jack Howarth, Dickie Hen- 


derson, S.O.S. Chairman, was 
compere and Ron Goodwin and 
his orchestra provided the 
music, 

Russ Conway, who was to 
have appeared, was prevented 
by illness from doing so. How- 
ever, his famous honky tonk 
piano was auctioned during the 
evening for £100. 


In four months, a shop run 
by the Watford and District 
roup of the Hertfordshire 
ort Society has raised over 
000. 


|B ketenes couples in Edin- 

burgh have gained new 
hope through the generosity 
of a local woman _ voluntary 
worker. 

The woman, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, has 
acquired a house and had it 
converted into two flats suit- 
able for disabled people. 

The specially-designed kit- 
chen can be worked from 
wheelchair level and there are 
also special toilet facilities. 

The present tenants are Mr. 
and Mrs. George McLaren and 


Mr, ,;and- Mrs. Peter Stafford. 
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Mr. McLaren has been para- 
lysed and confined to a wheel- 
chair for 15 years, nine of 
which he spent in a Cheshire 
Home. His wife, Margaret is a 
spastic. Mr. Stafford is also 
paralysed although his wife is 
not disabled. 

The McLarens hope eventu- 
ally to get a corporation house 
which has been adapted for 
disabled people, but they 
would never have been able to 
marry without the opportun- 
ity of their present flat. 

Mrs, McLaren said: “Getting 
this flat means so much to us. 
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It allowed us to get married 
and have our names put on 
the Corporation housing list.” 


The woman owner of the. 


house said, “The house is 
ideally suited for the purpose 
we have put it to. I felt for a 
long time that accommodation 
like this was needed to help 
disabled people get set up.” 


She envisaged her house 
being used in a “transit” cap- 
acity to accommodate disabled 
people until a permanent 
house could be found for 
them, 


room at Leeds Grand 
Theatre with members of 
the Rothwell Windmill 
Youth Club near Leeds. 
They had just presented 
him with a £160 cheque for 
spastics — the proceeds of 
a table soccer marathon at 
the club. . 


(Photo by courtesy of 
Yorkshire Evening Post). 
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Handicapped 


children’s 
art in 
London show 


ARONESS Masham is to 
open the fourth annual 
“Art of the Invalid Child” 
exhibition, presented by the 
Invalid Children’s Aid Asso- 
ciation at the Royal Ex- 
change, London, from April 
13 to 24, 1970. 

Sixty-two schools from 
London and the Home Coun- 
ties have entered paintings 
—the highest number so far. 
All the schools are for child- 
ren with some kind of handi- 
cap—physical, mental or 
emotional—or who are re- 
covering in hospital from 
severe illness. 

The paintings will be 
judged, and prizes awarded, 
by Sir Thomas Monnington, 
PRA; Miss Bridget Riley; 
Mr. John Ward and Mr. 
Osbert Lancaster. 


+. 3. 


Three “golden girls” from the Cardiff and District 62 Club— 


Singer Clinton Ford with his two Great Danes, Pearl and 
Secret, who knocked down a pile of pennies at the Brook- 
man’s Park Hotel, Hatfield, Hertfordshire. The pennies 
totalled £41.10s. for the Stars Organisation for Spastics. 


GENEROSITY AT 
THE LOCAL 


Members of the “30” Club at 
the Chesters public house in 
Sunderland have raised about 
£80 for spastics. 


The club was formed by 
Chesters’ patrons for the pur- 
pose of helping various chari- 
ties. 


Within a matter of months 
they have built a pile of pen- 
nies worth about £30 and raised 
£50 from a competition. 


left to right, Jacqueline Gibbs, Gayle Atkins and Helen 


Garland. All have won gold awards in the Duke of Edin- 

-burgh’s Award Scheme, and have added to a proud total of 

achievements by members of the Club, which now has 10 
gold, 17 silver, and 22 bronze awards to its credit. 


Family Help Unit will 
be ready this year 


Lord Walpole (right), Chairman of the Five Coun- 
ties Fund Raising Campaign, used a Victorian cere- 
monial trowel to lay the foundation stone of The 
‘Spastics Society’s new Family Help Unit at Bury 
St. Edmunds, Suffolk. (The ceremony was reported 
in full in last month’s “Spastics News”). 

The Unit, which is costing more than £50,000, is 
expected to be ready for occupation by the Aut- 
umn. Below: An artist’s impression of the com- 
pleted Unit, which will provide accommodation for — 

_ spastics at times of family illness or domestic crisis, 
to take a holiday. 


> 


and to allow parents 


* 


The Friends of Meldreth re- 
cently donated £300 for a spec- 
ial flat in which senior pupils 
can be given domestic training. 


Fine effort by 


Groups towards | 
new Work Centre 


rI\HE Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire; Lord Ashburton, 

will officially hand over the Hampshire County 
Council Work Centre for the Handicapped to the Chair- 
man of Hampshire County Council, Sir Richard Calthorpe, 
on April 23. He will do so on behalf of The Spastics 
Society which was responsible for building it, thus saving 
capital expenditure by the Couneil. 


During the ceremony, 
Lord Ashburton will pre- 
sent a cheque for £7,000 to 
The Spastics Society, on 
behalf of three of the Soc- 
iety’s affiliated local 
Groups. They are the Bas- 
ingstoke and _ District 
Spastics Society, the Win- 
chester and __ District 
Spastics Society and the 


Andover and_ District 
Spastics Society. 
The £7,000 will bring the 


total contributed by the three 
Groups towards the Centre to 
£20,000. Mr. E. G. Williment, 
Chairman of the Winchester 
Group, said: “At present we 
‘are just £1,500 short of our 
target. But the three Groups 
concerned are making an all- 
out effort to close the gap and 


Scunthorpe s 
hopes are 
on Patricia 


TTRACTIVE Pat- 
ricia Cope has taken 
on a new task in a bid to 
raise funds for Scunthorpe 
and District Spastics Soc- 
iety. Pat, of The Dales, 
Yaddlethorpe, Scunthorpe, 
is challenging for the dual- 
title National Charity 
Queen and National Char- 
ity Princess Contest. 

It is the Society in fact which 
has sponsored her in the con- 
test, which is being held this 
year for only the second time. 
Last year’s, the first, raised 
more than £26,000 for the nom- 
inated charities. 

The Princess title and £500 
first prize goes to the girl who 
raises the most for her nomin- 
ated charity. The Queen title, 
also with a £500 first prize, is 
awarded on charm and person- 
ality. 

Pat, 26, is a housewife, and 
is interested in modelling, dan- 
cing and tropical fish. Her 
ambition is to visit America. 

Said Mr. A. E. White, Chair- 
man of the Scunthorpe Society, 
“We'll be giving Pat lots of 
help in raising funds — but as 
she’s the only local girl in the 
contest, we're hoping that 
everyone will chip in and help 
somehow or other.” 

The finals are at the Lyceum 
Ballroom, London, in June. 


I am confident that we shall 


succeed.” 

Mr. Williment praised the 
work of the Cluewin Club, 
which provides funds for the 
three Hampshire Groups. This 
has enabled the Groups to 
raise the £20,000 in only two 
years. 


The handing over ceremony 
wiil take place at the Work 
Centre, which is in the grounds 
of Audley’s Wood, a Hampshire 
County Council old people’s 
home on the Alton Road, near 
Basingstoke. 


Up to 60 physically handi- 
capped people, many of them 
spastics, will be employed at 
the Centre, which is costing a 
total of about £36,000. The 
balance of £16,000 has been 
contributed by The Spastics 
Society which is also building 
a residential hostel for 25 
spastics near Basingstoke. 


Residents from the Hostel 
wi'l work at the Centre, to- 
gether with handicapped 
people from the Basingstoke 
district. Residents from Aud- 
ley’s Close, a hostel for the 
physically handicapped—which 
is attached to Audley’s Wood 
currently employed 


— are 
there. 


LIGHT? LIGHTER? 


LIGHTEST ! 


The NEWTON. wheelchair 
is the lightest of them all 
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ARMRESTS 
DRIVING WHEELS. ALL WITH AUTOMATIC LOCKS, 


+ Birmingham 33 
Telephone 021-783 6083 


Ping pong 
marathon 


breaks 


record 


IX Staffordshire school- 
boys have broken a 
world table tennis record 
and raised about £300 for 
local spastics. 

They played non-stop for 
100 hours in a marathon 
doubles match, lasting 16 
hours longer than the pre- 
vious record game. 

The boys, Stephen Brad-- 
bury, 16, Leroy Martin, 16, 
Ian Lunt, 16, Mark Simon- 
ton, 16, Keith Clarke, 17, 
and Michael McBroadgate, 
16, are all pupils of Wat- 
lands Secondary Scheol, 
Porthill. They all belong to 
the Watlands Youth Centre 
where the marathon took 
place. 

Each pair spent two hours 
playing and one hour rest- 
ing alternately so that the 
table was in constant use by 
four players. During the 
rest periods, refreshments 
prepared by girl members 
of the youth club were 
served. A local firm had 
donated £25 worth of food 
and champagne was served 
all round as the final shot 
was played. 

The boys expected to col- 
lect about £300 from spon- 
sors. “We are keeping the 
fund open for a time for 
those who wish to show 
their appreciation,’ said 
Mrs. Elsie Ashley, of the 
North Staffordshire Spasties 
Association. 


AND 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Meadway Works 


Garretts Green Lane 
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Family Help Unit is handed 


over to Manchester 


Corporation 


[HE Spastics Society and its local voluntary group, the Manchester and 
District Spastics Society, is giving Manchester Corporation a £100,000 
Family Help Unit where spastics and other severely handicapped persons can 


stay either at times of domestic crisis or for short-term holidays. 


The hand- 


ing ever of Southfield, the Unit in Wilbraham Road, Manchester, is in line 


with the Society’s pioneering role in services to the handicapped. 
Four years ago Southfield was opened to meet a vital 
need. The national Society provided £80,000 and the Man- 


chester Society £20,000, to build and equip the Unit. 


Now 


it will be given to Manchester Corporation, and everybody 
involved will gain by the arrangement. 


For The Spastics Society — 
which is desperately short of 
money — will be saved the 
running costs of around £20,000 
a year, a sum to which the 
Manchester Society has contri- 
buted generously. And the Cor- 
poration, by taking over a 
complete Unit, is saved capital 
expenditure. 

Most important of all, spas- 
tics and their families in the 
Manchester area will continue 
to receive a service which is 
designed to give parents a 
break from the pressure of 
caring for a severely handi- 
capped person. The Unit “takes 
the strain” from the family by 
providing accommodation at 
times of domestic emergency, 
such as illness or confinement, 
or allows the family to take a 
holiday knowing that their 
spastic son or daughter is cared 
for in an ideal environment. 


Value 


Mr. Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 
an Assistant Director of The 
Spastics Society, said “The role 
of the Society has been to fill 
the gaps in the Welfare State 
by setting up essential services 
for spastics. In the case of our 
Family Help Unit in Manches- 
ter, the Corporation is con- 
vinced of the value of the ser- 
vice and, by taking over South- 
field, relieves us, and the 
Manchester Society, of a very 
heavy annual burden. The 
money saved can be used to 
pioneer new projects in areas 
of greatest need. 

“Tdeally we would like to see 
this situation duplicated else- 
where in order to save heavy 
running costs on our 125 
Schools and Centres through- 
out England and Wales. Nat- 
urally we make some conditions 
to ensure that the spastice in- 
volved continue to receive the 
same standard of help, but 
there is no reason why many 


The problem that nobody 


PROBLEM which affects 

everyone at some stage 
of their life and is the source 
of much embarrassment and 
social taboo is incontinence. 
This affects all babies, prob- 
ably one in four people at 
the end of their lives and a 
considerable proportion of 
the ageing and handicapped 
population. Recent studies 
indicate that there is about 
50 per cent incontinence in 
Day Centres for spastics and 
most certainly the incontin- 
ence rate goes up as the I.Q. 
goes down. 


Practical 


Ccping with this problem is 
extremely difficult, partly due 
to its ‘“unmentionable” nature 
which inhibits the exchange of 
information about its many as- 
pects. It is significant that, of 
the queries regarding clothing 
iS astics 


incontinence, 


other local authorities should 


not follow Manchester’s lead 
and take over services which 
The Spastics Society has pion- 
eered. 


Common sense 
“By doing so, the authorities 


will be meeting their statutory - 


responsibilities and the Soc- 
iety will be relieved of heavy 
annual commitments. 
sound common sense.” 


Manchester Corporation gave 
formal agreement to the ac- 


This is . 


ceptance of Southfield at its 
February meeting, and will 
take over the running of the 
Unit in October, 1970. 


Southfield provides _ short- 
term accommodation for 14 
children and -7 adults, and 
also cares for others on a daily 
basis. When the Corporation 
takes over operational control, 
it is likely that the number of 
beds available will be increased 
and, in addition to the facilities 
already provided, arrange- 
ments will be made for the 
admission of long-term cases, 
including handicapped persons 
other than spastics. It has, 
however, been agreed that pre- 
ference will always be given 
to spastics. 


MINIBUS 
CHILDREN 
MAROONED 
IN SNOW 


URING the recent. bliz- 

ard which swept East 
England, eight spastic chil- 
dren were marooned in a 
minibus on the Canterbury 
to Herne Bay road in 
Kent. 

The bus was stuck for 
several hours in 6ft. drifts 
while police and ambulance 
men struggled across fields 
to it with food, blankets 
and extra clothing. 

The children were finally 
taken to a nearby farm- 
house for the night. 


“BUBBLY” EVENING 
AIDS FUNDS 


The Stockport, East Chesh- 
ire and High Peak Spastics 
Society recently held a “cham- 
pagne evening” which was 
attended by more than 150 
people. 

Over £100 was eee for 
Group funds, with the help 
of competitions and tombola. 


THANK YOU LADIES 


Mrs. A. J. Goss, Chairman of the Oldham Spastic Aid Ladies’ 

Committee, hands over the log-book of a new ambulance to 

Mr. R, Stanley, Chairman of the Oldham and District Spastics 

Society. The ambulance will be used to transport spastics 

who attend the Group’s “Heathbank” Day Centre. The eight- . 

strong Ladies’ Committee collected the money for it in two 
years. 


(Photo by courtesy of Oldham Evening Chronicle) 


All aboard at Craig-y-Parc — 


talks about 


Therefore a booklet on this 
subject, “Incontinence — Some 
Problems, Suggestions and Con- 
clusions” (published by the 
Disabled Living Foundation, 
formerly the Disabled Living 
Activities Group. Central 
Council for the Disabled) is to 
be welcomed. Covering cloth- 
ing, protective garments, dis- 
posables and their disposal, its 
approach is general rather 
than specific, and it emphasises 
that a practical, common-sense 
outlook will do much both to 
meet the difficulties, and to 
help the person concerned to 
accept and perhaps overcome 
the problem, 

It is obvious that immediate 
environment contributes a great 
deal to an individual’s con- 
tinence or incontinence. Chairs 
, Which , are easy. to rise from, 


heated W.C.s; within a Short 


distance, nonrslip.,, mats” and ~ 


grab rails to make walking feel 
safer and uncomplicated cloth- 
ing, will all help to alleviate 
the anxiety which may make 
for “accidents.” 

These. may seem unimpor- 
tant factors to those unaffected 
by this problem who are often 
unlikely to see it as other than 
an unfastidious joke. The book- 
let points out that incontinence 
restricts our activities and way 
of life, is the reason for admis- 
sion being refused to a residen- 
tial home either for convales- 
cence or long-stay care. It is 
often the reason why people 
are forced from the solace of 
their own homes into hospitals. 

A large part of the booklet 
deals with clothing, embody- 
ing many practical ideas. How- 
ever, a number of the solutions 
would require very good = 
, Gontrol ; and much de ex rit 
cope’ unaided.’ Also, a 


thi a : 


many different types of pro- 
tective garments and dispos- 
able pads are described, illus- 
trated, even priced and a list 
of suppliers is included, no 
attempt has been made to 
marry the two and _ prospec- 
tive purchasers must make fur- 
ther enquiries. This oversight 
being at variance with the 
statement that “the informa- 
tion should be readily avail- 
able to all those people who 
are caring for the handicapped, 
disabled and elderly.” 


But this is to carp and the 
Disabled Living Foundation is 
to be thanked for bravely tack- 
ling the distressing, too often 
unmentioned and “unmention- 
able” subject of incontinence. 


“Incontinence — Some Prob- 
lems, Suggestions and Conclu- 
sions” Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, Vincent House, Vincent 
Square, London, §.W.1. Price 
15/6d, 


S.K. 


som | feyral 


DH GlLO0 AIT 


((HILDREN at The Spas- 

tics Society’s Craig-y- 
Parc School at Pentyrch, near 
Cardiff, are looking forward 
to the summer months when 
they will be able to investi- 
gate the hills and valleys of 
Wales. 


For, last month, they had a 
famous visitor when Stanley 
Baker, the film star, visited 
them to present the school 
with a mini-bus on behalf of 
the Variety Club of. Great 
Britain. And as Mr. Baker 
told the children, staff and 
guests, who included the 
Lady Mayoress of Cardiff, 
Councillor Mrs. Mary Halli- 
nan, “It is a great thing that 
children in these schools 
should be able to go out on 
trips.” 


Naturally this sentiment 
was loudly cheered by all the 
cheerful kids who braved 
cold winds and biting snow 
to give Mr. Baker a really 
rousing welcome and “thank 
you.” 


pezceee employment moves 
and news are as follows 
(Training Centres in brackets): 


TERENCE CORLESS from 
Garstang (Lancaster) is em- 
ployed at Remploy. 


REGINALD DICKENS from 
Bristol (Sherrards) is work- 
ing in the metal section at 
Remploy, 


JOHN FARRELL from 
Chelmsford (Sherrards) is now 
working as an assembler for a 
firm of machine manufactur- 
ers. 

HERBERT GREENOUGH 
from Wigan (Lancaster) is em- 
ployed at Remploy as a sewing 
machine operator. 

DAVID HARTLEY from 
Birdwell nr. Barnsley (Lancas- 
ter) is working in Sheffield as 
a mechanical craftsman 
trainee. 

JOHN IRVING from Liver- 
pool (Lancaster) is working as 
a capstan operator for a local 
engineering firm, 

LINDA LAWREY from East 
Acton, has a Bet Ss and is 


JOO VI ¢ Job 


Conference 
on family 
problems 


HE effect on families of 

the presence of a chronic 
sick or handicapped child will 
form the theme of a one-day 
conference to be held in May 
1970 by the six societies organ- 
ising Friendship Week for Sick 
and Handicapped Children. 


The conference, which is on 
Tuesday, May 19, at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, London, 
is the first to be organised by 
the group. It is intended for a 
professional audience of doc: 
tors, health visitors, social 
workers, journalists and others 
interested in health and welfare 
work, 


Topics to be covered are: 
“The Family and the Commun- 
ity”; “Hospital and Home”; 
“The Psychological Backlash”: 
“State Provision”; and “The 
Role of Voluntary, Societies”. 

Further information can be 
obtained from the Friendship 
Week Conference Secretary, 74 
Denison House, Vauxhall 


Bridge Road, London, S.W.1. 


Employment Moves & News 


now working as a junior clerk 
in Hammersmith. 

NIGEL MAY from South 
Ruislip (Sherrards) is working 
as a machine operator for an 
engineering firm in Harrow. 

JOHN MOONEY from Wid- 
nes (Lancaster) has a new job 
and is now employed as a cap- 
stan operator in Newton-le- 
Willows. 

IAN MURRAY from Danbury 
(Sherrards) is now working as 
a fly-press operator for a mach- 
ine tool manufacturing firm in 
Brentwood. 

DENNIS SHEA from Read- 
ing (Sherrards) is working as 
an engineering improver for a 
local firm. 

JAMES SHORTER from Liy- 
erpool (Lancaster) is now 
working as a machine operator 
in Garston for a _ furniture 
firm. 

JAMES SUNDERLAND from 
Swansea is now employed at 
Remploy. 

RAINIER TEICHURT from 
Burnley (Lancaster) is working 
as a stitching machine operater 
os Remploy, 


aa 
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Prejudice at first — but now school 


GROUP of nursery 
schools where handicap- 
ped children can mix with 


helpers are faced with the 
alternative of either going af 


their unhandicapped fellows 
has been started in Leeds, 
Yorkshire. The idea was put 
into practice by Mrs. Sheila 
Brandt and Mrs. Shirley 
Leary. They believe that 
associating with ordinary 
children can help those with 
physical and mental handi- 
caps to take their place in 
society. 

In fact, several children, prev- 
iously thought to be in need 
of special schooling, have 
been upgraded after attend- 
ing the nurseries and some 
have gone on to uwrdinary 
schools. 


OPPOSITION 


Mrs. Brandt. and Mrs. Leary 
have met with a great deal 
of opposition, however, par- 
ticularly from parents. 
Mothers of handicapped 
children wanted to protect 
their youngsteis from the 
usual rough and tumble of 
playtime, while the other 
mothers were reluctant for 
their children to mix with 
the handicapped. 


KNOCK OUT 


MONEY 
WINNER 


N all-action night with box- 

ing stars of Lanarkshire 

versus the rest of Scotland was 

enjoyed by several hundred 

pectators in the Colvilles 

ocial and Recreational Club, 
Motherwell, Lanarkshire. 

The club committee organ- 
ised the event in conjunction 
with Lanarkshire branch of 

e S.A.B.A., and all proceeds 
eat coming in) are for Lan- 
arkshire Spastics Association. 


integration is a success 


Further prejudice was encoun- 
tered from local people 
approached for the hire of 
rooms. They were usually 
eager to help until they 
learnt that some of the child- 
ren would be either physi- 
cally or mentally handicap- 
ped. 

Despite these early setbacks, 
10 nursery schools are now 
Operating in and around 
Leeds. Because they need so 
much attention, the propor- 


Gifts bring more 
independence 


Two spastic children from Cumberland were recently 


presented with aids to a more independent life by Major 
Charles Graham, President of the Cumberland, Westmorland 


and Furness Spastics Society. 


Picture shows Major Graham 


talking to Robert Hall in his new safety desk. Tony Harrison 
(left) was given a tricycle. Se 
(Photo by courtesy of Cumberland News) 


tion of sub-normal children 
in each nursery is small. 

The handicapped children are 
given no special treatment 
but are encouraged to join 
in playgroup activities on an 
equal footing. They learn 
to take—and give—the inev- 
itable knocks of playtime. 
“This is good because they 
learn that they are _ not 
always going to be protec- 
ted,” said Mrs. Leary. 

“We have found that the hand- 


FOR ’62 
CLUBS 


NHE Association of ’62 
Clubs has started a 
magazine called “Contact.” 
It is published quarterly 
and costs 6d. 


Its aim is to keep clubs in 
touch with one another and 
with headquarters. 

An important feature will 


be the “Letter of the 
Month” section, which will 
give club members an oppor- 
tunity to air their views on 
all topics. 


New heme for 


Irish spastics 


HE Cork Spastic Clinic in 
Eire has recently moved 
to new purpose-built premises. 
The new building includes four 
classrooms, an assembly hall 
cum dining room, domestic 
science and_ occupational 
therapy section, kitchen, large 
playroom, sick’ room, a physio- 
therapy gymnasium and show- 
ers and toilets specially de- 
signed for the handicapped. 
The clinic, which is run by 
the National Association for 
Cerebral Palsy, Ireland Ltd., is 
attended by children from all 
parts of Munster. 


A four-berth caravan has 
been given to the Bourne- 
mouth, Poole and_ District 
Spastics Society by Mr. and 
Mrs. Angus of Wool, Dorset. 
The caravan has been taken to 
a site at Rockley Sands and will 
be let to families with spastic 


children throughout the SUEY 


mer, 


icapped youngsters imitate 
their playmates,” said Mrs. 
Brandt, “This is a way of 
learning which would be de- 
nied them if they were iso- 
lated.” 

Miss M. R. Morgan, Head of 
The Spastics Society’s Social 
Work and Employment . De- 
partment, was asked to com- 
ment on this idea of mixing 
handicapped and unhandicap- 
ped children at nursery 
school age. 


MAGAZINE| Jane is 


She said: “If young children 
can get used to mixing with 
handicapped children at an 
early age they are more 
likely to be able to make 
meaningful relationships 
with handicapped people 
later on, and presumably the 
same could apply conversely. 

“However, many handicapped 
children need a great deal 
more specialised help than 
can be provided in a mixed 
group and the teachers or 


trying 


to raise £1,000 


in a month 


RETTY 22-year-old blonde Jane Trushell of Milliken Park, 
Scotland, is a late entry in the competition aimed at finding 
Britain’s national Charity Queen and Princess. Jane, a classroom 
assistant at Corseford School for Spastics, has set herself a fund- 
raising target of £1,000 for the Scottish Council for the Care of 
Spastics, which she hopes to raise single-handed before the end of 


April. 

Not only does Jane care for 
spastic children during the day 
but now all her leisure time is 
devoted to helping raise funds 
for her charges’ future. 

She began her formidable 
money-raising _ activities a 
month ago and already has suc- 
cessfully run a coffee and gat- 
eaux evening at the School, 
a dance in Paisley, a success- 
ful “Mod. Gear” mannequin 
parade in Johnstone Town Hall, 
and a flower arranging demon- 
stration at Paisley Technical 
College. Also at this College a 
coffee morning was attended 
by Scots T.V. Star, David Kin- 
naird, who is vice-chairman of 
the Stars 
Spastics (Scotland). 

April events will include a 
concert at Corseford School on 
April 16th and 17th, and a spon- 
sored walk on April 18th. 

To help swell the total Jane 
is also giving away tubes. of 
sweets—for nothing. But the 
recipients are asked to return 
the tubes filled with three- 
penny pieces. Forty will fill 


one tube. In some cases pegp e t"é 
Taye» aba. tits t 
haje boing RenG othe ot, i 


his 'thotley. °* 


Organisation for 


Heartless 
thieves 
rob 
spastic 


EARTLESS thieves broke 
into the home of spastic, 

Mr. Reg Spratt, of Ilford, 
Essex, and stole his food and 
£2 — the only money he had. 

Mr. Spratt woke up in the 
early hours of the morning 
with a torch shining in his 
face. He grabbed his own torch 
and shone it at the three in- 
truders. They ran away, but 
before they fled, Mr. Spratt 
recognised two of them as 
men who had called earlier, 
and posed as electricity board 
officials wanting to read the 
meters. 

Help came to Mr. Spratt 
from members of a meee 
hurch=* ay lice restockdd© 
s ‘thoad® cup gata ind replate’® ° 


the pace of the unhandicap- 
ped children, leaving the 


handicapped well behind, or 
slowing the unhandicapped 
down to the pace of the most 
handicapped. 

“If these day nurseries are to 
be successful the children 
from both groups will need to 
be selected very carefully, 
We also have to accept that 
the most physically handi- 
capped, the most severely re- 
tarded, and the most emotion- 
ally disturbed children, will 
always require special-pro- 
visions, where the meeting 
of THEIR needs comes first 
of all.” 


Pin hall 
machine 
means fun 
therapy 


Suddenly therapy is fun 
at Westerlea Residen- 
tial School for spastics 
in Edinburgh. The pit 
football machine instal- 
led in the Occupational 
Therapy Department i8 
of the type seen in 
amusement arcades, and 
the children got the 
machine after one of 
the occupational therd- 
pists noticed a simila 
machine in a cafe on 
the Continent. 


She noticed that work- 
ing the levers used the 
muscles of hands, arms 
and wrists, and she real- 
ised that the movements 
involved were similar 
to those which spastic 
youngsters have to prac- 
tise every day to streng- 
then their muscles. But 
working a _ football- 
game machine would be 
more fun for them than 
using gymnasium ap- 
paratus! 


The therapist wrote 
to the London manii- 
facturers emer 
how a pin ball machin 
could help the children, 
and asked if it would 
be possible to get a re- 
conditioned machine 
for Westerlea and how 
much it would cost. 


And at the factory 
where the machines aré 
made the workers were 
so tickled at the idea 
of the football game 
helping the _ children 
that they put the hat 
round among — them- 
selves and raised £100 
to purchase a recondi- 
tioned unit. Now the 
boys and girls of West- 


erled At ving the 
itiemesof ‘idéves with 
it. ONS Odi 


oft 
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Round robin cuppas 


G ROUPS in The Spastics Society’s Midland Region are consid- 
A ering the idea of “Round Robin” coffee parties as a poten- 


tial fund raiser. 
The idea is for eight selected members to each hold a coffee 


party for seven people. Then each of these 56 people holds a 
similar gathering for six people. These 336 each invite five people 
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HIS STORY TOUCHED THE | Scene of 
HEARTS OF LISTENERS 


sadness... 
VYRIHANKS to the generosity The P.O.S.M. (standing for capped person and he wrote 
of radio listeners, Wam- Patient Operated Selector to Miss Nancy Wise of the . ., between a j ather 


if 


idh Thweeny, 19, a _heavily- 


given a Possum _ typewriter 
which will help him to fur- 
ther his education. 


Mechanism) can be electroni- 


central control. Wamidh first 
heard about it when he saw 
one in use by another handi- 


Hospitals like 
“Black Holes 
of Calcutta” 


HE Director of The Spastics Society, Mr. James Lor- 

| ing, spoke of Black Hole of Calcutta conditions 
which existed, through no fault of the staff concerned, 
in many of Britain’s hospitals for the mentally handi- 
capped, when he officially handed over to the Lancashire 
County Council, the Overnight Stay Unit built with 
funds raised by the Wigan and District Spastics Society. 


He said that the scand- 
alous situation in many 
hospitals still remained. 
There had been some im- 
provements since Mr. 


Crossman began to take an. 


interest in the problem, 
but the delay in producing 
forward - looking proposals 
for the whole of the sub- 


normality service is now 


the cause for grave con 
cern. 

The Secretary of State, it 
seemed, was unable to extri- 

_eate himself from the various 

pressure groups who were 
working on him. It also seemed 
that he was unable to get from 
‘the Government the sort of 
money that was likely to be 
needed during the next five 
years. 

There were still hospitals 
where the beds were only six 
inches apart and sometimes in 
areas which should be used for 
day and recreational use. 

- The plight of some of the 


buildings were an added misery 
to people who had already re- 
ceived more than their fair 
share of misfortune. 

‘What is needed is a com- 
plete reorganisation of our 
mental health services,’ he 
said. He stressed: “What we 
must not do is to attempt to 
solve the problem by tarting up 
existing hospitals. The rot in 
the system must be dug out and 
destroyed—not painted over.” 

Mr. Loring praised the work 
of a majority of staff working 
in hospitals for the mentally 
handicapped. He said most of 
them did a marvellous job, 
often in very trying conditions. 


BBC, telling her of his great || and his handicapped 


Death of Joe Egg.” 
Story on Page 7 


minute item for “The World 
This Weekend.” Within 10 
minutes of the broadcast, the 
BBC switchboard was jammed 
with offers of money and total 
donations from listeners 
amounted to £2,000. 


Miss Wise was able to buy 
a Possum for Wamidh, and an- 
other for general use by pa- 
tients at St. Cuthberts. There 
was enough money left over to 
pay for the insurance, main- 
tenance and upkeep of both 
machines for the next five 
years. Now Wamidh will be 
able to study for his ‘O’ and 
‘A’ levels, 


Picture shows Wamidh be 
ing taught to use the machine 
by Roger Jefcoate of the 
P.O.S:.M. Research Project 
Centre, Stoke Mandeville. Miss 
Nancy Wise and_ Brother 
Christopher of St. Cuthberts 
look on. 


(Photo by courtesy of 
Evening Despatch, Darlington). 


THANKS || qf 
FOR A i 
PEARLY 
SMILE 


HE Society’s Supplies Offi- 
cer has received an en- 
couraging letter from Miss S. 
V. Harris, a satisfied custo- 
mer in the Isle of Man. 

Miss Harris’s letter extols the 
virtues. of her new electric 
toothbrush supplied through 
the Society and says, “Instead 
of taking 15 minutes or more 
to clean my teeth thoroughly it 
now takes only a couple of 
minutes — my teeth are very 
white and my gums very 
healthy looking now: These 
toothbrushes are THE answer 
for the handicapped.” 

Details of this and other 
gadgets for making life easier 
can be obtained from the Sup- 
plies Office at 12 Park Cres- 
cent. 


RS. MARJORIE HODGETTS of the Sheffield and District 
Spastics Society is looking for variety artists who are 
willing to appear in local charity concerts. Mrs. Hodgetts, who 
was herself a singer before the birth of her daughter, wants to 
raise funds for the Work Centre run by the Group. 


The Centre now caters for 40 adult spastics but it is hoped 
to douple its capacity over the next few years. It costs £8,000 
a year to run, 


Sheffield Group recently received a £1,600 boost to its 
funds with a donation from the Sheffield University Rag Week 
Committee. 


and so on until all the participants have to entertain just one 


handicapped spastic, of St. cally operated by blowing or desire for his own machine. daughter, in a shot cath 
Cuthbert’s Hospital, Croft sucking or with the slightest Miss Wise travelled 6 . person : 
, ’ t 
County Durham, has heen Pressure of hand or foot on a rott and ecconadd. = fires from “A Day in the At 2s. a head, this could provide a useful source of revenue 


for any Group if the idea was properly carried through. 


our old 
home say 
sisters 


HEN sisters Cassie and 
Edith Hibbert of Rol- 
venden, Kent, received a 
leaflet from The Spastics 
Society, they were in for a 
big surprise. The leaflet 
bore a_ photograph of 
“Bryn-Awel”, a hostel for 
spastics in Cardiff. But 
“Bryn-Awel” was also the 
sisters’ home for more than 
30 years. 


Experts 
to talk 
on vital 
issues 


GUBNORMALITY, educa- 

tion and employment 
of spastics will be dis- 
cussed at three Regional 
Conferences to be held by 
The  Spastics Society 
shortly. Experts on various 
aspects of caring for spas- 
tics will address delegates 
at each of the conferences. 


The first is the Midlands 
Regional Conference to be 
held in the Town Hall, Burton- 
upon-Trent, on April 12. Theme 
of this conference is _ sub- 
normality in the spastic child. 


How they help 


There will be three speakers 
on this subject. Dr. G. B. 
Simon, Medical Director at Lea 
Castle Hospital, will talk on 
“How the Hospital Authorities 
Can Help”. Mr. D. A. Purrett, 
Chief Mental Health Officer 
for the City of Oxford, will 
speak on “How the Local 
Authorities Can Help”; and Mr. 
James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society, will tell dele- 
gates “How the Society Can 
Help.” 


The conference will begin 
at 10.15 a.m. and an address of 
welcome will be given by the 
Mayor of Burton-upon-Trent, 
Alderman H. Caulton, J.P. An 
introduction will be given by 
the conference chairman, Lord 
Crawshaw. 


Education 


The second conference is the 
East Regional Conference, to 
be held on April 19 near 
Bushey, Hertfordshire. The 
education of the spastic child 
will be the theme, 


Miss P. R. Brooks, Head-- 
mistress of the Birchfield Cen- 
tre for Cerebral Palsied Child- 
ren at Slough, will speak on 
educating spastics at a day 
school; Miss E. M. Varty, Head- 
mistress of The  Spastics 
Society’s School, _Ingfield 
Manor, will speak on educating 
spastics at a residential school; 
and Mr. Loring will speak on 
educating the mentally handi- 
capped child. 


Chairman of the conference 
is Lady Bowes-Lyon, President 
of the Hertfordshire Spastic 
Society. 


Employment 


“Employment for Spastics’ 
is the title of a talk to be given 
at The Spastics Society’s West 


patients bears comparison with “We are so glad that. the Regional Conference, to be 
the Black Hole of Calcutta, a house has been taken over | held at Bristol on May 2. The 
crime committed over 200 for such fine work,” they talk will be given by Mr. J. L. 
4 years ago. , said in a letter to The | Harries, Group Disablement Re- 


In this latter part of the 20th 
century we were condemning 
- men, women and young child- 
ren to a life which bears com- 
parison with a living death. 
Steps should be taken imme- 
diately to remove the great 
majority of children who are 
at present in subnormality 
hospitals. 

Mr. Loring said that many of 
the hospitals had been estab- 


lished ‘in gloomy,' converted: | 
or law institutions and other! 
foe old marlices Such 


z 
t, 


York shire Methodist Youth Club members who took turns at pushing a pram from North- 
eee to Hull, raising Habhey ot spastics. The 70-mile journey took them 18} hours. 


RRL 


(Photo by courtesy of Yorkshire Post): 


Spastics Society, “And we 
wish the Society every suc- 
cess.” 

The Misses Hibbert have 
taken out a seven year 
covenant with the Society. 
It was the leaflet sent out 
each year by the Appeals 
Department to tell donors 
how their money is being 
used, which carried the 
picture of their former 
home, 


settlement Officer at Chelten- 
ham. 


Mr. Loring will also speak at 
this conference on “Care of 
the Mentally Handicapped 
Adolescent and Adult.” 

Chairman will be Lord 
Champion. 
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